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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

is  incorporated  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  as  a non-stock  nonprofit  tax  exempt  corporation. 

Contributions  are  tax  deductible 

The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  is  to  encourage  and  promote  interest  in  numismatics,  to 
cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors  and  Wisconsin  coin  clubs,  and  to  encour- 
age and  assist  new  numismatic  hobbyists.  All  resources  of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these 
objectives.  Dues  are  $10  per  year  and  entitles  participants  to  NOW  News,  this  quarterly  publication. 
Among  the  services  offered  are  coin  authentication,  a Speaker’s  Bureau,  show  calendar  coordination  and 
guidelines  to  assist  coin  clubs  hosting  the  annual  NOW  convention. 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  holds  Life  Memberships  in  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society. 
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President’s 

Message 


Hello  Fellow  Numismatists! 

Time  sure  runs  its  cycle.  Thanksgiving  has 
passed  and  Christmas  is  right  around  the 
corner  and  soon  it  will  be  a new  year  again. 
Wow  2010! 

Remember  when  it  turned  2000  and 
everybody  was  afraid  that  all  of  our 
advanced  technology  (computers)  was 
going  to  shut  down  at  midnight?  Well, 
it  didn’t  and  our  technology  just  kept 
advancing  as  I’m  sure  that  it  will  continue 
on.  I wonder  when  we  will  start  flying  to 
work  rather  than  driving...  I always  thought 
that  would  be  cool. 


Governor’s  position  with  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society.  The  officers  and 
board  of  NOW  heartily  endorsed  their 
nominations  and  wish  them  success. 

That’s  it  for  now.  Have  happy  holidays 
and  a Blessed  Christmas.  I’ll  see  you  next 
year. 


TKcuL 


Know  Anyone  Interested  in  Serving 
as  a NOW  Governor? 

Every  member  should  consider  exercising 
this  key  franchise  of  membership. 

Governor  terms  are  3 years.  Candidates 
for  the  board  must  have  been  a member 
of  NOW  for  a minimum  of  1 year  and 
be  willing  to  attend  approximately  3 
meetings  during  the  year. 


Your  state  coin  organization  is  doing  quite 
well.  By  the  numbers  we  have  254  active 
members,  and  sufficient  coffers  in  the 
treasury  and  NOW  coin  shows  planned  for 
the  next  four  years. 

2010  is  our  50th  anniversary  as  an 
organization  and  we  will  be  celebrating  in 
lola,  the  birthplace  of  NOW  along  with  so 
many  other  things  numismatic,  on  May 
21st  and  22nd.  Governors,  Cliff  Mishler, 
and  Joel  Edler  are  planning  an  event  to  be 
remembered,  including  a 2-day  show  with 
all  of  the  bells  and  whistles  that  one  could 
want.  I encourage  you  to  read  about  the 
details  in  this  and  upcoming  issues  of  NOW 
News.  I’m  sure  that  you  won’t  want  to 
miss  it,  so  mark  your  calendars  now. 

Other  news  of  the  hobby  - NOW 
Governor,  Bruce  Benoit  and  NOW  Past- 
President  and  long-time  numismatist, 
Randy  Miller,  are  both  running  for  a 


If  you  know  of  anyone  interested  in  a 
future  position  on  the  NOW  board,  please 
contact  NOW  President,  Thad  Streeter  at 
tls0726@hotmail.com. 

* * * 


NOW  Board 
Meeting 
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March  7,  2010 
11 .00 
Oshkosh 

Convention  Center 
2 North  Main  Street 
Oshkosh,  Wl 
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NOW  Historian  Report 

by  Gene  Johnson 

The  NOW  News  booklets  for  the  years 
2006  to  2008  have  been  bound  for  our 
organization’s  archives.  The  book  is  bound 
in  the  usual  dark  green  fabric. 

As  in  past  years,  Cliff  Mishler  has  absorbed 
the  cost  of  the  binding,  which  has  increased 
yearly.  (Thanks,  Cliff). 

After  using  a Chicago  bindery  for  several 
years,  Cliff  has  found  a Wisconsin  bindery 
and  the  binding  is  well  done. 

In  the  event  you  have  a small  binding  job, 
the  address  is  Grim  Book  Bindery,  Inc.,  6880 
Gisholt  Drive,  Madison,  Wl  53713. 

★ * * 


^ 

Vote  For  The  Best 

Each  year  the  articles  published  in 
NOW  News  are  voted  on  by  NOW 
members.  Winners  receive  cash 
awards  donated  by  South  Shore  Coin 
Club,  the  Wisconsin  Expos  and  the 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society. 

Please  vote  for  only  3 articles.  A 
ballot  is  included  in  this  issue. 

The  purpose  of  our  writer’s  awards 
is  to  encourage  members  to  submit 
numismatic  articles  that  they  have 
written.  If  you  have  written  a numis- 
matic article,  why  not  send  it  to  the 
Editor  and  share  your  story  with  our 
readers  --  maybe  you’ll  win  one  of  the 
cash  prizes  next  year. 
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Preliminary  Plans  for 

NOW’s  50th  Anniversary  Event 

MAY  21  & 22,  2010 

[by  Clifford  Mishler] 

While  it  is  still  a bit  early  to  provide  you  with  a 

lot  of  details  on  the  up-coming  NOW  event  in 

lola,  here  is  a quick  outline  of  where  we  are  at 

this  point  in  time. 

• Space  is  reserved  at  the  lola  Old  Car  Show 
Activity  Center  for  hosting  the  event  on 
Friday,  May  21  and  Saturday,  May  22nd. 

• Public  hours  are  tentatively  set  for  noon  to 
6 p.m.  on  Friday,  May  21st  and  9 a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  on  Saturday,  May  22nd. 

• Dealer  setup  will  get  underway  at  1 0:00 
a.m.  on  Friday;  the  venue  will  be  open  to 
dealers  at  8 a.m.  and  remain  under  security 
until  5:00  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

• Security  will  be  provided  by  uniformed 
police  officers  on  an  around-the-clock  basis 
from  10:00  a.m.  Friday  to  5:00  p.m.  on 
Saturday. 

• A room  block  has  been  arranged  at  the 
Village  Inn  in  Waupaca  at  rates  of  $49 
outside,  or  $56  inside  with  direct  pool 
access,  plus  applicable  taxes.  This  block 
will  be  held  open  until  May  9,  2010.  The 
phone  number  for  reservations  is  800-626- 
6391 . The  rate  code  is  NOW50. 

• The  rate  for  bourse  tables  is  $90  per 
table,  or  $1  75  for  corners,  with  each  table 
including  2 display  cases,  1 table  light,  4 
chairs,  2 dealer  badges,  1 dealer  sign,  a 
backup  table  and  electrical  hookup. 

• A “Mystery  Dinner  and  catering  have  been 
reserved  for  6:00  Friday  evening,  May  21 . 

• There  will  be  a limited  number  of 
invitational  collector  exhibits,  a Boy 
Scout  Coin  Collecting  Merit  Badge  Clinic 
on  Saturday,  2 or  3 Saturday  educational 
programs,  Saturday  time  slots  for  NOW 
meetings  and  similar  activities. 


ANA 

News 


ANA 

Scholarships 

Available 


The  American  Numismatic  Association  is 
seeking  applications  from  young  collectors 
ages  1 3-22  for  scholarships  to  attend  the 
2010  Summer  Seminar  in  Colorado  Springs. 
Dates  for  the  two  1 -week  sessions  are  June 
26-July  2 and  July  3-9. 

Because  of  the  generosity  of  many 
distinguished  members,  ANA  Executive 
Director,  Larry  Shepherd,  is  encouraging  more 
young  collectors  to  apply. 

Scholarship  recipients  will  attend  one  week- 
long  class  or  two  2-day  classes  of  their 
choice,  stay  in  a Colorado  College  dormitory 
with  experienced  chaperones,  and  participate 
in  seminar  programs  and  special  events. 

YN  Scholarship  applications  are  available  at 
www.money.org  (select  “Summer  Seminar” 
from  the  “Numismatic  Events”  menu  or  by 
contacting  the  ANA  Education  Department  at 
71  9-482-9850.  Applications  are  due  January 
1 8th  and  will  be  awarded  in  March.  Preference 
will  be  given  to  applicants  who  demonstrate 
commitment  to  the  hobby. 

* * * 


Ask 

Santa 

for 

Books 


Book 

Nook 


Krause  Publications  unveils 
“Myths,  Mysteries  and  Facts 
About  U.S.  Coins” 

Coins  are  far  from  the  only  thing  circulating 
in  the  collecting  hobby,  as  proven  by  Robert 
R.  Van  Ryzin’s  new  book  “Fascinating  Facts, 
Mysteries  & Myths  About  U.S.  Coins”. 


Van  Ryzin,  editor  of 
Coins,  Coin  Prices  and 
Bank  Note  Reporter 
magazines,  leads 
readers  on  an  intriguing 
and  entertaining 
journey  through 
some  of  the  most 
interesting  stories 
of  U.S.  coin  history, 
while  uncovering 
many  truths  and 
just  as  many  tales. 


For  example,  there’s  the  one  about 
the  Ford  Motor  Company  offering  to  give 
a car  to  anyone  who  found  a copper  1 943 
cent.  While  it  was  a rare  coin  to  find  at  the 
time,  simply  because  the  U.S.  Mint  changed 
from  a copper  composition  to  a zinc-coated 
steel  version  for  that  one  year,  the  free  Ford 
story  was  just  a myth. 

How  about  the  story  of  noted  numismatist 
J.  Sanford  Saltus’  untimely  death  while 
cleaning  his  coins  in  1 922?  At  a time  when 
coin  cleaning  wasn’t  frowned  upon,  it’s  said 
Saltus,  president  of  the  British  Numismatic 
Society,  was  using  potassium  cyanide  to 
clean  silver  coins  he  had  just  purchased  and 
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had  ordered  a bottle  of  ginger  ale  when  he 
retired  to  his  room  that  evening.  Come  the 
next  day,  a glass  with  the  poison  and  another 
with  ginger  ale  were  found  on  the  dressing 
table  of  his  room  with  a deceased  Saltus 
beside  them,  according  to  the  Numismatist. 
It’s  believed  while  cleaning  his  coins  he 
mistakenly  drank  the  poison  instead  of  the 
ginger  ale. 

Among  other  facts,  myths  and  mysteries 
featured  in  this  book  is  the  story  of  professed 
plagiarism  in  the  design  of  the  Roosevelt 
dime;  rampant  rumor  of  a recall  of  the 
Jefferson  nickel  released  in  1 938  due  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  flag  on  the  depiction  of  what 
appeared  to  be  the  White  House  - which  in 
reality  was  Jefferson’s  home,  Monticello; 
truth  and  tales  behind  the  redesign  of  the 
Standing  Liberty  quarter,  and  heated  debate 
over  the  true  identity  of  the  models  of  the 
Saint-Gaudens  gold  $20  and  the  Indian  Head 
nickel.  With  so  many  stories  to  go  around, 
this  book  touches  on  some  of  the  most  noted 
and  possibly  notorious,  while  encouraging 
collectors,  readers  and  historians  to  take  a 
closer  look  at  the  past  to  discover  how  the 
present  came  to  be. 

This  soft-cover  book  sells  for  $1  0.39  from 
ShopNumisMaster.com.  For  more  information 
or  to  request  a review  copy,  contact  Toni 
Rahn  at  toni .rahn@fwmedia.CQm 

About  the  Author 

In  addition  to  serving  as  editor  of  three 
magazines  for  Krause  Publications,  long-time 
coin  collector  Robert  Van  Ryzin  has  also 
written  “Striking  Impressions:  A Visual  Guide 
to  Collecting  U.S.  Coins;  Twisted  Tails;  Sifted 
Fact,  Fantasy  and  Fiction  From  U.S.  Coin 
History;  and  Crime  of  1 873:  The  Comstock 
Connection,  and  edited  the  CD  “Silver  Fever: 
The  Comstock  Lode  to  the  Carson  City  Mint.” 

* ★ ★ 


Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 

Whitman  Publishing  has  created  an  expanded 
version  of  its  “Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins,”  commonly  referred  to  as  the  “Red 
Book”. 

This  384-page  “Professional  Edition”  is  a 
companion  to  the  regular  edition  of  the  “Red 
Book”,  not  a replacement.  Each  book  contains 
information  that  the  other  book  doesn’t  have. 

The  size  of  the  “Professional  Edition  is  8 Vz 
x 1 1 ” and  is  spiral  bound  selling  for  $29.95. 

A searchable  DVD  version  is  available  for 
$27.95  and  is  available  online  at  www. 
WhitmanBooks.com. 

* * * 


In  the  Fall  issue  of  NOW  News,  Ruby 
Cavanaugh  Koerper’s  memoir  “A  Wagon,  The 
World,  A Nickle”  was  reviewed. 

Ruby  noticed  the  book’s  review  on  our 
website  and  wrote  to  us  saying: 

“My  book  was  released  on  October  27th  and 
Tate  Publishing  had  set  up  book  signings  at 
book  stores  for  me. 

If  anyone  would  like  an  autographed  copy  by 
mail,  please  send  a money  order  for  $1  4.99 
plus  $2.75  shipping/handling  to: 

Ruby  Koerper 
Thurber  Tower  Apt.  #723 
645  Neil  Avenue 
Columbus,  OH  43215-1049 

Please  include  a note  If  you  want  names,  etc., 
included  with  the  autograph. 

Keep  smiling  and  eat  desert  every  day.” 

Kuby 


Coin  Club  News 


Milwaukee  Numismatics  Society 

Members  observed  their  75th  anniversary 
at  a banquet  held  October  1 7th  at  Alioto’s 
Special  numismatic  gifts  were  given  to 
those  in  attendance  and  Cliff  Mishler  was 
guest  speaker  for  the  evening. 

MNS  Show  Report  [by  Tom  Casper  #982] 

Wow  What  a Show!  People  judge  a show 
by  the  number  of  dealers  and  public  that 
attend  a show.  We  had  a sold-out  bourse 
and  the  largest  attendance  we’ve  had  over 
the  past  5 years.  That’s  pretty  amazing 
considering  the  present  economy  and  1 0% 
unemployment. 

I think  one  reason  for  our  success  was 
the  advertising  we  did  to  reach  Wisconsin 
collectors.  Lee  Hartz,  our  computer  guru, 
spends  countless  hours  maintaining  a 
mailing  list  of  attendees  so  we  can  notify 
them  of  our  shows  by  postcard. 

At  9 a.m.  there  was  a waiting  line  to  get 
into  the  show.  Dealers  were  in  the  main  hall 
with  competitive  exhibits  in  the  foyer.  There 
was  a non-competitive  exhibit  honoring  the 
late  MNS  member  and  exhibitor,  Art  Petri. 

Dealer  feedback  ranged  from  the  best  show 
ever  to  the  worst  show  ever,  with  other 
dealers  falling  somewhere  in  between. 

A free  wooden  nickel  was  given  to  all 
attendees. 

A show  of  this  size  couldn’t  be 

accomplished  without  members  volunteering 

their  time.  Next  year’s  show  will  be  held 

October  3,  2010. 

* * * 


Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Club  members  are  checking  into  the 
availability  of  the  Roma  Lodge  for  future 
shows.  Their  2010  show  is  still  scheduled  to 
take  place  at  the  South  Hills  Country  Club  on 
February  28th  despite  the  property  having 
been  sold. 

The  annual  holiday  dinner  will  be  December 
1 0th,  with  a gift  exchange  for  those  members 
who  wish  to  participate. 


Madison  Coin  Club 

At  the  November  meeting  members  made 
plans  for  their  April  1 1th  show  at  the  Sheraton 
Hotel.  Their  annual  Yuletide  get-together 
will  take  place  at  the  Old  Country  Buffet  on 
Monday,  December  1 4th-. 


Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Club 

The  Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 
produced  a 2009  wooden  nickel  featuring  a 
cougar  and  is  available  for  50<t  plus  a self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Send  your 
request  to  Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 
c/o  Gary  Schauls,  2702  1 50th  Street,  Luck, 


South  Shore  Coin  Club 

The  club’s  annual  Christmas  party/potluck 
will  be  held  at  their  December  8th  meeting. 
Bingo  will  be  played  following  the  meal. 
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Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Show  Report 

(by  Jeff  Reichenberger  #1  933) 

The  annual  Fond  du  Lac  coin  show  was  held 
August  23rd  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Fond  du 
Lac.  The  show  was  well  attended,  pretty 
much  right  from  the  start  until  after  3 p.m. 
According  to  Coin  Club  president,  Dick  Beich, 
the  show  was  a great  success  considering 
the  concerns  of  the  present  economy.  The 
bourse  was  filled  with  seasoned  collectors  as 
well  as  beginners  and  people  off  the  street 
were  just  checking  out  what  a coin  show 
looked  like.  I noticed  a lot  of  folks  standing 
in  the  aisles  talking  about  coins  and  re- 
acquainting themselves  with  friends. 

Randy  Miller  of  Chief  Coin  said  there 
were  quite  a few  people  looking  to  sell 
accumulations  of  silver  and  gold,  and  he  did 
business  with  many  return  collectors  that  he 
has  seen  throughout  the  year. 

Paul  Nordvall  of  Paul’s  Coins  mentioned  that 
he  has  always  been  impressed  with  this  coin 
show  and  that  this  year  he  thought  it  was  not 
quite  as  busy  as  usual,  although  dealer-to- 
dealer  trading  was  brisk.  He  dealt  with  more 
sellers  than  buyers,  which  he  surmised  was 
a sign  of  the  economy.  As  an  example,  one 
gentleman  sold  him  28  (that’s  right...  28) 

1 927S  Standing  Liberty  Quarters.  He  had 
been  assembling  his  collection  for  years,  but 
he  thought  the  time  was  right  for  him  to  sell, 
Paul  also  pointed  out  that  the  show  was  held 
during  the  same  period  of  time  that  Mercury 
Marine  was  under  tumultuous  contract 
negotiations,  which  may  have  distracted 
potential  customers  from  buying  or  from 
showing  up  at  all. 

Another  interesting  transaction  took  place  at 
the  table  of  Gary  Rosencrans  of  Gary’s  Coins. 
He  said  there  were  quite  a few  collectors  who 
knew  exactly  what  they  wanted.  One  elderly 
gentleman  had  been  looking  for  a 1 793  large 
cent  that  fit  his  budget  for  many  years  - 
the  last  piece  to  complete  his  set,  and  Gary 


happened  to  have  the  coin.  He  described 
how  the  man  was  so  happy  that  he  had  to  sit 
down  to  take  a load  off  his  emotions  before 
he  completed  the  deal.  Imagine,  a complete 
set  of  large  cents!  Congratulations  to  that 
long-time  collector! 

Rosencrans  said  it  was  busy  all  day  and  that 
almost  all  of  the  dealers  stayed  until  the  end, 
which  is  always  appreciated  by  everyone. 

The  Fond  du  Lac  club  has  approximately 
1 0 regular  members  who  meet  about  four 
months  prior  to,  and  two  months  after  the 
show.  Meetings  are  held  the  1 st  Tuesday  of 
the  month  at  the  Fond  du  Lac  Senior  Center. 
To  join  the  club  or  to  get  more  information, 
please  contact  Dick  Beich  at  920-922-9542. 

★ ★ ★ 

Wisconsin  Precious  Metals  Exchange 
New  Business  in  Madison 

Madison  Coin  Club  member,  Alex  Colton 
and  friend  have  started  a new  company, 
“Wisconsin  Precious  Metals  Exchange”, 
specializing  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  gold 
and  silver  coins  and  bullion.  Contact  them  at 
108  W.  Main  St,  Suite  B,  Waunakee  or  check 
out  their  website  at  www.wipmex.com. 

* * •*■ 


£ X 

General  Coin  & Gun  Exchange 

BUY,  SELL  & TRADE 
Free  Appraisals 

• Gold  • Silver 

• Old  Coins  • Jewelry 

• Paper  Money  • Guns 

Phone:  715-835-COIN  (2646) 

FAX:  715-835-2665 


2832  London  Road,  Eau  Claire,  WI  54701 
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Gold  Medal  Honors 
Apollo  11  Astronauts 

In  conjunction  with  the  40th  anniversary 
of  the  first  lunar  landing,  Apollo  1 1 
astronauts  Neil  Armstrong,  Edwin  “Buzz” 
Aldrin,  Jr.,  Michael  Collins  and  Friendship  7 
commander  John  Glenn,  Jr.  will  be  awarded 
Congressional  Gold  Medals  honoring  their 
historic  achievements. 

In  November  President  Obama  signed  into 
law  the  “New  Frontier  Congressional  Gold 
Medal  Act”  authorizing  the  gold  medals  and 
national  bronze  duplicates  struck  by  the 
U.S.  Mint  and  offered  for  sale  to  the  public. 

The  Apollo  1 1 mission  inspired  a 
generation  to  pursue  careers  in  science  and 
engineering,  and  to  believe  in  the  power  of 
America,”  commented  Rep.  Alan  Grayson, 
who  introduced  the  House  version  of  the 
act  that  passed  on  the  40th  anniversary  of 
the  moon  landing.  “In  that  moment,  these 
astronauts  represented  America’s  destiny, 
a destiny  shared  by  the  thousands  of  men 
and  women  who  worked  to  make  it  happen”. 

“Four  decades  ago,  our  nation  landed  men 
on  the  moon  - fulfilling  the  human  dream  of 
boundless  flight”  said  Sen.  Bill  Nelson,  who 
proposed  the  Senate  version  which  also 
passed  on  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  moon 
landing.  Neil  Armstrong  promised  us  that  it 
was  “One  small  step  for  man;  one  giant  leap 
for  mankind.” 


John  Glenn  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  American  to  orbit  the  earth  on  February 
20,  1962. 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  bronze  medals 
are  to  be  deposited  into  the  U.S.  Mint’s  Public 
Enterprise  fund. 

[source:  Silver  Coins  Today  - The  Pfrth  Mint] 

★ ★ ★ 

Rare  Coins  From  Ancient  Jewish 
Revolt  Displayed 

[Wis.  State  Journal  1 1/1  2/09] 

Israel  displayed  for  the  first  time  on 
November  1 1th  a collection  of  rare  coins 
charred  and  burned  from  the  Roman 
destruction  of  the  Jewish  Temple  nearly 
2,000  years  ago. 

About  70  coins  were  found  in  an  excavation 
at  the  foot  of  a key  Jerusalem  holy  site. 

They  gave  a rare  glimpse  into  the  period  of 
the  Jewish  revolt  that  eventually  led  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Second  Jewish  Temple 
in  A.D.  70,  said  Hava  Katz,  curator  of  the 
exhibition.  The  Jews  rebelled  against  the 
Roman  Empire  and  took  over  Jerusalem  in 
A.D.  66.  After  laying  siege  to  Jerusalem, 
the  Romans  breached  the  city  walls  and 
wiped  out  the  rebellion,  demolishing  the 
Jewish  Temple. 

“These  are  a very  vivid,  dramatic  example  of 
that  destruction”  said  Gabriela  Bijovsky,  an 
antique  coin  expert  from  Israel  Antiquities 
Authority. 

A bronze  coin 
with  a palm  tree 
dated  by  Israeli 
archeologists  to 
69  A.D,  is  part 
of  an  exhibition 
displayed  at  the 
Davidson  Center 
in  Jerusalem ’s  Old 
City. 
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Coin  Values  Online 

[Coin  Worlds] 

Coin  Values  Online,  www.coinvaluesonline. 
com,  provides  retail  values  for  more  than 
65,000  U.S.  coins.  It’s  updated  weekly  to 
provide  the  most  comprehensive  and  cur- 
rent retail  pricing  information  available  in 
the  marketplace.  It  is  available  free  to  Coin 
World  and  Coin  Values  subscribers. 

Coin  Values  Online  provides  mintages, 
a primer  on  grading  and  other  historical 
information  about  U.S.  coins.  In  addition, 
it  offers  a portfolio  feature  that  allows  you 
to  maintain  up  to  1 0 personal  portfolios. 
Whether  they  contain  coins  you  actually 
own  or  coins  you  would  like  to  own,  you 
can  compare,  graph  and  keep  notes  on  your 
favorite  coins. 

* * * 

Family,  U.S.  Mint  Battle 
Over  Rare  Coins 

[AOL  News  article  submitted  by  L.A.Saryan] 

Roy  Langbord’s  family  made  a stunning  find 
in  an  old  safe-deposit  box  a few  years  ago: 
10  $20  gold  coins,  minted  in  1933,  with 
Lady  Liberty  on  one  side  and  a bald  eagle  on 
the  other.  The  pieces  were  never  officially 
released  by  the  government  and  could  be 
worth  millions  of  dollars  each.  The  New 
York  Times  reported: 

The  Langbord  family  found  the  coins  in 
2003  and  took  them  to  the  U.S.  Mint  for 
authentication  the  following  year.  The 
Mint  said  the  coins  were  real  all  right,  but 
refused  to  give  them  back  to  the  family,  as- 
serting that  one  of  Roy  Langbord’s  grand- 
fathers, a Philadelphia  jewelry  dealer  named 
Israel  Switt,  had  stolen  them. 

This  $20  gold  coin  is  one  of  the  few  surviv- 
ing “double  eagle“  coins  minted  in  1933. 
They  were  never  officially  circulated,  and 
most  were  destroyed  after  the  United 
States  abandoned  the  gold  standard. 


The  coins  were  among  half  a million  so-called 
double  eagles  minted  in  1 933.  Almost  all 
of  them  were  destroyed  when  the  nation 
dropped  the  gold  standard,  but  a few  of  the 
coins  survived.  Two  are  in  the  collection  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  another  sold 
at  auction  in  2002  for  $7.6  million. 

Switt  died  in  1 990,  His  family  argues  that  he 
got  the  coins  legitimately,  and  they  have  tak- 
en the  Mint  to  court  in  an  effort  to  recover 
them.  A federal  judge  recently  ordered  the 
government  to  prove  Switt  stole  the  double 
eagles  or  return  them.  A coin  dealer  told  the 
newspaper  that  the  pieces  could  fetch  from 
$4  million  to  $6  million  in  a good  market. 

For  more  on  the  fight  over  the  coins  and  to 
find  out  why  the  government  might  have  a 
tough  time  proving  its  theft  allegation  go  to 
the  New  York  Times  Website. 

* * * 


You  Can’t  Fix  Stupid 

[submitted  by  Tom  Casper] 

A lady  at  work  was  seen  putting  a credit 
card  into  her  computer’s  floppy  drive  and 
pulling  it  out  very  quickly. 

When  I inquired  as  to  what  she  was  do- 
ing, she  said  she  was  shopping  on  the 
internet  and  they  kept  asking  her  for  a 
credit  card  number,  so  she  was  doing  the 
ATM  “thingy.” 
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Northern  Mariana 
Islands 
Quarter 

Final  Quarter  in  State 
Quarters  Program 


The  Northern  Mariana  Islands  quarter  is  the 
6th  and  final  in  the  2009  District  of  Columbia 
and  U.S.  Territories  Quarters  Program. 

A possession  of  Spain  until  1 898,  the  islands 
were  sold  to  Germany  in  1 899.  The  islands 
were  seized  in  1 91 4 by  Japan  whose  control 
of  the  islands  was  officially  recognized  in 
1921  by  the  League  of  Nations.  American 
forces  occupied  the  Marianas  during  World 
War  II  and  in  1 947  the  group  was  included  in 
the  U.S..  Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands 
Residents  approved  separate  status  for  the 
Northern  Marianas  as  a U.S.  Commonwealth 
in  1 975,  and  the  convenant  to  establish 
the  Commonwealth  of  the  Northern  Mariana 
Islands  was  signed  by  President  Gerald  Ford 
the  next  year. 

The  Northern  Mariana  Islands  quarter  reverse 
design  represents  the  wealth  of  the  islands 
in  its  natural  resources  of  land,  air  and  sea. 
Near  the  shore  stands  a large  limestone 
latte,  the  supporting  column  of  ancient 
indigenous  Chamorro  structures.  A canoe 
of  the  indigenous  Carolinians  represents 
the  people’s  seafaring  skills  across  vast 
distances.  Two  white  fairy  tern  birds  fly 
in  characteristic  synchrony  overhead.  A 
Carolinian  mwar  (head  lei)  composed  of 
plumeria,  langilang  (Ylang  Ylang)  angagha 
(peacock  flower)  and  teibwo  (Pacific  Basil) 
borders  the  bottom  of  the  design  near  the 
inscription.  NORTHERN  MARIANA  ISLANDS. 
The  mwar  is  symbolic  of  the  virtues  of  honor 
and  respect. 

The  Northern  Mariana  Islands  Quarter 
Commission  solicited  and  reviewed 
narratives  from  the  public  and  established 


1 1 


three  design  narratives.  These  included 
two  versions  of  the  latte  stone  with 
Carolinian  canoe  and  one  of  a World  War 
II  scene  showing  United  States  Marines 
and  amphibious  tractor  on  a beach  and  a 
destroyer  outside  a reef.  These  narratives 
were  forwarded  to  the  United  States  Mint 
for  the  production  of  artistic  renderings, 
which  were  then  proposed  to  the  territory, 
with  Northern  Mariana  Islands  Governor 
Benigno  Fitial  making  the  final  design 
recommendation.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  approved  the  design  on  July  31 , 
2008. 

★ ★ * 

New  Quarter  Series 
America  the  Beautiful 

Six  National  Forests  are  going  to  be 
featured  in  the  America  the  Beautiful 
Quarters  Program.  You  can  start  collecting 
the  new  quarters  in  201 0,  when  the  U.S. 
Mint  begins  issuing  this  new  series.  As 
part  of  the  program,  the  Mint  will  issue  56 
circulating  quarter-dollar  coins  with  reverse 
designs  emblematic  of  a national  park  or 
other  national  site  in  each  state. 

The  first  National  Forest  commemorative 
coin  will  honor  Mount  Hood  National  Forest 
in  Oregon. 

It  will  take  another  9 years,  but  the  U.S. 

Mint  will  fit  22  Wisconsin  islands  into  our 
quarter.  An  image  of  the  Apostle  Islands 
National  Lakeshore  will  be  featured  as 
Wisconsin’s  contribution  to  this  new  series 
of  coins. 

The  islands  to  Lake  Superior  were 
designated  as  a national  park  in  1 970 
through  the  efforts  of  Earth  Day  founder 
and  then  U.S.  Sen.  Gaylord  Nelson.  The 
National  lakeshore  includes  more  than 
42,000  acres  of  land  and  27,000  acres  of 
water. 

Gov.  Doyle  said  the  design  for  the 
Wisconsin  quarter  is  not  yet  ready,  but  will 
be  minted  in  201  8.  continued... 


“Caring  for  the  Land,  Serving  People” 

The  motto  of  the  UDSDA  Forest  Service  is 
“Caring  for  the  Land,  Serving  People”.  The 
Forest  Service  does  this  in  part  through  the 
management  of  155  National  Forests. 

The  first  National  Forest  commemorative 
coin  will  honor  Mount  Flood  National  Forest 
in  Oregon.  The  forest  was  first  established 
as  the  Bull  Run  Forest  Reserve  in  1 892  and 
eventually  took  on  its  familiar  name  in  1 924 

The  final  design  for  the  Mount  Flood  quarter 
will  be  chosen  by  the  U.S.  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  after  review  by  the  Citizens 
Coinage  Advisory  Committee  and  the 
Commission  of  Fine  Arts. 


Mount  Hood  National  Park  Quarter  Design  Proposals 


The  Oregon  quarter  released  under  the 
previous  State  Quarters  Program  had  featured 
Crater  Lake  National  Park.  Proposed  designs 
had  included  a view  of  Mt.  Flood.  For  this 
series  Mt.  Flood  gets  its  chance  to  take  the 
national  spotlight. 

Mount  Flood  National  Forest 


trees  that  seem  to  extend  for  miles  up  into 
the  sky.  Just  20  miles  from  the  bustling 
seafaring  city  of  Portland,  one  can  lose 
themselves  in  the  over  1 million  acres  of  the 
Mt.  Flood  National  Forest.  This  protected 
area  has  provided  lifetimes  of  opportunities  to 
participate  in  outdoor  activities  like  camping, 
hiking,  fishing,  hunting,  skiing  and  boating. 

Not  only  does  the  Mt.  Flood  National  Forest 
boast  of  being  home  to  the  volcanic  mountain 
itself,  the  forest  also  extends  to  include  the 
Columbia  River  Gorge  as  well  as  the  Olallie 
scenic  area.  Many  people  don’t  know  that 
in  addition  to  being  the  highest  mountain 
in  Oregon,  Mt.  Flood  is  a stratovolcano  that 
many  scientists  consider  to  be  the  most  likely 
to  erupt  in  the  state  although  it  has  been 
dormant  for  many  years. 

In  1893,  conservationists  moved  to  create 
the  Cascade  Range  Forest  Preserve  which 
marked  the  first  official  federal  protection  of 
the  area.  After  several  divisions  and  revisions 
of  the  name,  the  area  we  know  now  became 
the  Mt.  Flood  National  Forest  in  1924.  The 
Forest  is  a rare  jewel  in  the  collection  of 
National  protected  areas,  as  it  contains 
some  of  the  largest  portions  of  untouched 
wilderness  anywhere  in  the  country. 

Additional  National  Forests  that  will  be 
featured  on  the  commemorative  coins 
include: 

• White  Mountain  National  Forest  in  northern  New 
Hampshire  and  southern  Maine. 

• Kisatchie  National  Forest  in  Louisiana; 

• Shawnee  National  Forest  in  Illinois; 

• Frank  Church-River  of  No  Return  Wilderness  Area 
on  the  Salmon-Challis  National  Forest  in  Idaho; 

• El  Yuque  National  Forest  in  Puerto  Rico. 

[References:  internet,  USDA  Blog;  Wis.  State  Jnl.] 

★ ★ ★ 


Oregon  has  its  fair  share  of  amazing  scenery, 
from  bubbling  brooks  to  majestic,  ancient 
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Last  Coin  in  Series 
Honors  Abraham 
Lincoln’s  Presidency 

As  authorized  by  law,  the 
Mint  issued  a series  of 
four  pennies  this  year  to 
honor  the  bicentennial  of 
Abraham  Lincoln’s  birth  and 
the  1 00th  anniversary  of 
the  Lincoln  cent. 


The  summer  of  1 864,  however,  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  difficult  of  Lincoln’s 
Presidency,  and  his  reelection  was  in 
doubt.  Peace  negotiations  began,  but 
collapsed  and  his  cabinet  was  divided. 

But  the  war-time  President  prevailed 
easily  that  November,  carrying  22  of 
25  participating  states.  The  war  ended 
with  General  Robert  E.  Lee’s  surrender  to 
General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  on  April  9,  1 865, 
at  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia. 


On  November  1 2th  the  public  was  invited  to 
join  U.S.  Mint  Director,  Ed  Moy,  at  a special 
ceremony  to  launch  the  final  coin  in  the  2009 
Lincoln  Bicentennial  One  Cent  Coin  Program, 
honoring  Abraham  Lincoln’s  presidency.  The 
ceremony  took  place  at  the  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
Memorial  Statue  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  design  selected  for  aspect  four  of 
Lincoln’s  life  features  the  half-finished  United 
States  Capitol  dome,  symbolizing  a nation 
torn  apart  by  civil  war  and  the  resolve  Lincoln 
showed  as  he  guided  the  country  through  its 
most  grave  crisis. 

The  coin’s  obverse  continues  to  bear  Victor 
David  Brenner’s  familiar  likeness  of  Lincoln. 


Just  5 days  later  on  April  1 4th,  President 
Lincoln  was  mortally  wounded  by  assassin 
John  Wilkes  Booth,  while  watching  a 
play  at  Ford’s  Theater  in  Washington. 

Army  physicians  worked  throughout  the 
night  to  save  him,  but  he  never  regained 
consciousness  and  died  the  next  morning 
at  7:22  a.m.  at  the  age  of  56. 

It  was  in  front  of  the  rising  dome  that 
Lincoln  began  his  Presidency  and  under 
the  completed  dome  that  his  body  lay  in 
state,  having  made  the  ultimate  sacrifice 
to  preserve  the  Union  and  defend  freedom 
and  democracy. 

★ ★ ★ 


The  coin’s  reverse  reflects  four  different 
themes  of  Lincoln’s  life:  His  birth  and  early 
childhood  in  Kentucky,  his  formative  years 
in  Indiana,  his  professional  life  in  Illinois,  and 
his  presidency  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  coin 
also  bears  the  inscriptions  “United  States 
of  America”  “E  Pluribus  Unum”  and  “One 
Cent”. 

Lincoln’s  Presidency  in  Washington 

When  Lincoln  took  office  on  March  4, 

1861,  the  Nation  was  already  on  the  verge 
of  civil  war  and  fighting  soon  broke  out 
at  Fort  Sumter,  South  Carolina.  Shortly 
after  the  Battle  of  Antietam,  in  late  1 862, 
Lincoln  issued  the  Emancipation  Proclamation, 
declaring  all  slaves  in  rebel  territory  free  as 
of  January  1 , 1 863.  The  Union  victory  at 
Gettysburg,  PA  on  July  3,  1 863,  marked  a 
crucial  turning  point  in  the  war  in  favor  of  the 
North. 


He  Couldn’t  Have  Said  It  Better! 

[submitted  by  Lee  Hartz] 

“You  cannot  bring  about 
prosperity  by  discouraging 
thrift.  You  cannot 
strengthen  the  weak  by 
weakening  the  strong. 

You  cannot  help  the  wage 
earner  by  pulling  down  the 
wage  payer.  You  cannot 
further  the  brotherhood  of 
man  by  encouraging  class 
hatred.  You  cannot  help 
the  poor  by  destroying  the 
rich.  You  cannot  keep  out 
of  trouble  by  spending  more 
than  you  earn.  You  cannot  build  character 
and  courage  by  taking  away  man’s  initiative 
and  independence.  You  cannot  help  men 
permanently  by  doing  for  them  what  they  could 
and  should  do  for  themselves.” 

A braham/  L oncdn/ 
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Thank  You,  Ben 

[magazine  article  submitted  by  John  Foellmi] 

Of  all  penny-related  sayings,  Benjamin 
Franklin  is  probably  the  best  known  and 
most  often  repeated.  Who  hasn’t  at  one 
time  or  another,  found  himself  saying  “a 
penny  saved  is  a penny  earned”? 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  a man  of  many  talents 
and  interests.  He  was  a printer,  scientist, 
statesman,  a signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  a painter,  librarian  and  an 
inventor.  He  also  was  the  man  who  coined 
the  phrase  “a  penny  saved  is  a penny 
earned.” 

Since  Franklin’s  time,  the  lowly  penny 
has  risen  to  a starring  role  in  many  other 
sayings,  including: 

• A penny  for  your  thoughts; 

• In  for  a penny,  in  for  a pound; 

• One-a-penny,  two-a-penny  hot  cross  buns; 

• He  keeps  turning  up  like  a bad  penny; 

• Bright  as  a new  penny; 

• Penny  pincher; 

• Count  your  pennies; 

The  penny,  also  known  as  the  cent,  appears 
in  other  sayings  as  well,  such  as  “Not  one 
red  cent”  and  “Putting  in  your  two  cents”. 

Then  there  are  songs  about  the  penny, 
such  as  the  old-time  favorite  “Pennies  from 
Heaven”.  Who  doesn’t  know  at  least  a few 
bars  of  that  song:  “Every  time  it  rains,  it 
rains  pennies  from  heaven:  don’t  you  know 
each  cloud  contains  pennies  from  heaven; 
you’ll  find  your  fortune  falling  all  over  town; 
be  sure  that  your  umbrella  is  upside  down.” 

No  two  ways  about  it,  the  English  language 
wouldn’t  be  what  it  is  today  without  the 
penny! 


Presidential  $1  Coin 

Zachary  Taylor 

1849-1850 


November  19,  2009  marked  the  date  the  U.S. 
Mint  released  the  Zachary  Taylor  Presidential 
$1  coin  honoring  the  1 2th  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Zachary  Taylor  was  born  in  1 784  in  Virginia, 
and  was  raised  on  a plantation  outside 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  received  little 
education  as  a child  and  reportedly  suffered 
from  poor  handwriting,  grammar  and  spelling 
his  entire  life. 

His  lack  of  education  did  not  stop  his  desire 
to  join  the  U.S.  Army  at  the  age  of  23.  In 
fact,  he  received  a commission  upon  joining 
to  become  a first  lieutenant,  owing  to  his 
cousin  James  Madison.  This  special  treatment 
proved  to  be  well  placed,  as  Taylor  quickly 
proved  he  was  a brave  and  capable  officer. 

Taylor  masterminded  many  successful 
campaigns,  including  leading  the  1st  Infantry 
Regiment  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  of  1 832, 
resulting  in  the  surrender  of  Chief  Black  Hawk. 

For  the  next  30  years  he  served  in  many 
remote  outposts  that  stretched  from 
Louisiana  to  northern  Wisconsin.  He  was 
instrumental  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  the 
victory  which  led  to  millions  of  acres  being 
ceded  to  the  United  States.  Leading  his 
forces  to  decisive  victories  in  the  Mexican- 
American  War,  earned  him  the  nickname  “Old 
Rough  and  Ready”. 
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His  reputation  as  a national  hero  made 
him  an  attractive  presidential  candidate 
and  he  won  the  general  election  in  a 3- 
candidate  race.  Although  he  had  little 
prior  political  experience,  Taylor  proved 
to  be  independent-minded,  to  the  dismay 
of  his  political  party,  the  Whigs.  As  the 
debate  over  slavery  in  western  territories 
threatened  to  tear  the  country  apart, 
he  was  determined  that  the  Union  be 
preserved  at  all  costs  and  warned  southern 
leaders  that  he  would  command  the  Army 
himself,  if  necessary,  to  enforce  the  law. 

Taylor’s  administration  proved  to  be  a 
short  one.  On  July  4,  1 850,  during  a hot 
Independence  Day  celebration,  Taylor 
consumed  a lot  of  milk  and  cherries,  as 
well  as  several  dishes  provided  by  citizens. 

A few  hours  later  he  became  ill  and  died 
5 days  later,  having  served  only  1 6 
months  in  office.  Officially,  he  died  from 
gastroenteritis,  but  some  believed  he  may 
have  been  poisoned  by  something  in  the 
food  he  had  eaten.  The  theory  has  never 
been  proven.  He  was  the  2nd  president  to 
die  in  office. 

No  coinage  legislation  was  enacted  during 
President  Taylor’s  term  nor  did  he  appoint  a 
Director  of  the  United  States  Mint. 

The  coin’s  obverse  features  an  image 
of  Taylor  with  the  inscriptions  “Zachary 
Taylor”  “1  2th  President”,  “In  God  We  Trust” 
and  “1849-1850”. 

The  Statue  of  Liberty  is  featured  on  the 
reverse  of  the  coin.  Circling  the  edge  is 
‘UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA’  and  “$1  ” is 
shown  to  the  left  of  the  image. 

[source:  U.S.  Mint  and  World  Mint  Coins] 


Margaret  Taylor 

First  Spouse  $10  Gold  Coin 

1849-1850 


Zachary  Taylor  once  commented  that 
Margaret  “Peggy”  Mackall  Smith  Taylor 
“was  as  much  of  a soldier  as  I was.”  For  30 
years  she  followed  her  husband  during  his 
military  career  to  remote  hardship  outposts 
that  stretched  from  Louisiana  to  northern 
Wisconsin,  creating  homes  for  her  family  in 
tents,  cabins  and  forts. 

After  many  years  of  living  a nomadic  Army 
life,  Margaret  Taylor  was  happy  to  finally 
have  a permanent  home  in  a renovated 
“Spanish  cottage”  in  Baton  Rouge.  The 
Army,  however,  soon  had  other  plans  for 
Zachary  Taylor,  calling  upon  him  to  serve  in 
the  Mexican-American  War  from  which  he 
emerged  as  a national  hero. 

When  he  became  President,  Margaret  turned 
all  official  White  House  hostess  duties  over 
to  their  daughter,  Betty  Bliss.  She  lived  life 
just  as  she  would  have  back  in  Baton  Rouge, 
with  informal  family  gatherings  and  visits  by 
her  grandchildren. 

Reverse  design  - 

During  the  Seminole  War,  Margaret  Taylor 
nursed  wounded  soldiers  returning  from  the 
battlefield  and  counseled  the  young  wives 
of  soldiers  as  they  awaited  news  from  the 
front.  The  reverse  depicts  Margaret  Taylor 
comforting  an  injured  soldier  during  that 
war. 
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* * * 


Greater  Milwaukee  Coin  & Jewelry 


Brookfield 

262-781-4200 
4040  N.  Calhoun  Rd. 
Open 

Monday-Saturday 


Waukesha 

262-896-8955 
615  N.  Barstow 
Open 

Wed  nesday-  Saturday 


Fond  du  V&z 

888-481-4200 

20  Forest  Avenue 
Open 

by  appointment 


We  Pay  Top  Prices! 


We  need  inventory  for  our  customers 
and  for  our  many  National  Coin  Shows 


Over  50  Years  Experience 
Buying  Estates 


BHB 

I 


Buying  and  Selling 

• Coins 

• Jewelry 

• Paper  Money 

• Proof  & Mint  Sets 

• US  & Foreign 

• Certified  Coins 

• Gold  & Silver 

• Supplies 

v J 


PNG 


Give  Us  a Call  or  Stop  By 

www.milwaukeecoin.com 
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German  Notgeld  Features 
Toy-Laden  St.  Nicholas 

[Coin  World  - December  6,  1 966] 

The  spirit  of  the  yuletide  season 
cannot  be  quenched,  even  in  the 
depths  of  adversity,  as  a little  50- 
pfennig  note  of  Germany  demon- 
strates. 

The  Germans  had  agreed  to  the 
armistice  of  Compiegne  November 
11,  1918  and  the  bitter  gall  of  total 
defeat  after  4-1/2  hard  years  of 
warfare  made  Christmas  of  1 91  8 a 
rather  grim  occasion. 

German  defeat  on  the  battlefields  of  France 
had  swept  away  the  monarchies  in  22  of 
the  25  states  making  up  the  German  Empire 
(the  other  states  were  free  cities).  The  tiny 
state  of  Saxe  - Coburg  - Gotha  in  Thuringia 
saw  its  Duke  Carl  Eduard  abdicate  in  Novem- 
ber, and  its  government  reach  a state  of 
near  anarchy. 

With  the  German  loss  of  World  War  I came 
financial  chaos,  resulting  in  many  local  gov- 
ernmental units  such  as  cities  and  districts 
issuing  their  own  promissory  notes.  The 
sturdy  burghers  of  the  Coburg  city  of  Neus- 
tadt  were  no  exception. 

Under  issue  --  the  date  of  December  1 , 

1918,  the  Neustadt  city  treasury  office  is- 
sued a small  number  of  50  - pfennig  notes 
“good  until  three  months  after  announce- 
ment in  the  local  newspaper.” 

Life  must  continue  despite  setbacks,  and  the 
lost  “Great  War”  meant  little  enough  to  the 
younger  children  of  Neustadt.  The  annual 
visit  of  the  Thuringian  version  of  Santa  Claus 
was  a very  real  coming  event. 

In  Thuringia,  as  in  most  of  Germany,  Sankt 
Nikolaus  (St.  Nicholas)  comes  out  of  his 
home  in  the  woods  and  visits  the  children 
on  December  6 every  year.  He  brings  some 
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St.  Nikolaus  (St.  Nicholas ),  garbed  in  red-brown  and  white 
and  black,  trudges  through  the  Thuringian  snows  toward 
an  appointment  December  6,  1918,  with  the  toddlers  of 
Neustadt,  on  this  emergency  note  of  Neustadt,  Germany. 
December  6 is  St.  Nicholas  ’ Day  in  Germany. 

gifts,  usually  minor  ones,  and  asks  the  young- 
sters what  they  want  for  Christmas. 

Later,  at  Christmas,  the  “Christkind”  (Christ 
child)  who  is  never  seen,  brings  other  pres- 
ents. Occasionally  Sankt  Nikolaus  is  ac- 
companied on  his  own  ventures  by  “Knechit 
Rupprecht”  (Boy  Rupert),  his  helper. 

Since  Sankt  Nikolaus’  Day  was  very  real  to  the 
toddlers,  while  the  lost  war  was  not,  and  pos- 
sibly to  give  a lift  to  the  spirits  of  the  towns- 
people, it  isn’t  surprising  the  city  fathers, 
chose  a full-length  portrait  of  Sankt  Nikolaus 
with  a toy-laden  pack  on  his  back,  to  adorn 
the  reverse  of  their  emergency  note. 

The  small  (94  by  61  millimeter)  note  is  print- 
ed in  multi-color  on  a grey-blue  background. 
Each  note  bears  the  printed  signature  of  a 
member  of  Der  Stadrat  (the  city  council)  and 
a machine-impressed  control  number.  The 
note  illustrated  is  numbered  20973. 

While  a great  many  of  Germany’s  notgeld 
(emergency  money)  notes  were  produced 
with  the  collector  in  mind,  the  issues  of  late 


1918  generally  were  intended  to  satisfy  cur- 
rency needs.  The  Neustadt  note  is  a typi- 
cal example  of  such  a currency  instrument, 
adapted  to  the  season. 

The  obverse  of  the  Weihnachtsschein  (Christ- 
mas note)  is  dominated  by  the  arms  of 
Neustadt;  a black  twin-tailed  lion  rampant  on 
a field  of  gold.  The  note  is  scarce  and  not 
usually  found  in  notgeld  mixtures. 


2009  Isle  of  Man 

Christmas  Angel  Gold  Coin 


[Silver  Coins  Today  “CoinNews.net”] 


Every  Christmas  the  Isle  of  Man  releases  a 
special  1/20  oz.  Gold  Angel  of  which  only  a 
limited  number  are  struck.  The  privy  mark 
on  its  reverse  reflects  the  1 2 Days  of  Christ- 
mas, which  make  the  Angel  coin  unique.  This 
year  the  Christmas  Angel  design  features 
traditional  and  new  design  elements. 

Since  medieval  times,  Angel  coins  bearing 
the  design  of  Archangel  Michael  slaying  the 
Dragon  have  been  thought  to  bring  good 
luck  and  health  to  the  bearer  and  the  modern 
Angel  Coin,  which  is  one  of  the  World’s  fore- 
most bullion  coins  continues  to  uphold  this 
remarkable  legend. 

1 984  saw  the  release  of  Pobjoy  Mint’s 
very  first  Gold  Angel  coin  which  depicted  a 
classical  image  of  St.  Michael  with  heavily 
feathered  wings  astride  the  fiery  Dragon.  A 
Celtic  band  appeared  in  the  surround  which 
was  broken  at  the  top  of  the  coin  with  an 
image  of  the  Isle  of  Man  Triskeles.  The  2009 
design  combines  the  classical  appeal  of  the 
original  design,  including  elements  such  as 

18 


the  Celtic  band  and  feathered  wings,  and  a 
powerful  modernized  image  of  St.  Michael 
slaying  the  Dragon.  A repetition  of  the 
Triskeles  symbol  also  appears  in  the  centre  of 
the  St.  George’s  cross  on  the  shield. 

This  year  is  the  6th  coin  in  the  1 2 days  of 
Christmas  series  and  depicts  “Six  Geese 
a-laying  as  a privy  mark  on  the  Angel  coin. 
This  collection  will  continue  for  the  remaining 
six  years  to  complete  the  carol.  This  legal 
tender,  24  Carat  Proof  Gold  coin  has  been  ap- 
proved by  Buckingham  Palace  and  bears  a fine 
effigy  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  II  by  Ian 
Rank-Broadley  FRBS  FSNAD  on  the  obverse. 

The  coins  are  produced  to  the  highest  quality 
and  struck  four  times  to  produce  a stun- 
ning mirror-finish  background  with  the  design 
sculpted  in  striking  relief.  Each  coin  is  encap- 
sulated and  presented  in  a handmade  case 
with  a certificate  of  authenticity  making  them 
a wonderful  Christmas  present  for  collectors 
young  and  old. 


Gift  Giving 

Superstitions  and  Legends 

There  are  a lot  of  superstitions  and  legends 
involving  the  giving  and  receiving  of  gifts. 

For  instance,  when  you  give  someone  a gift  of 
a wallet  or  purse,  be  sure  to  put  some  money 
into  it,  even  if  it’s  only  a coin,  to  ward  off  bad 
luck.  At  one  time  bakers  would  throw  in  an 
extra  roll  when  you  bought  a dozen  as  a “gift” 
in  case  any  of  the  other  rolls  were  too  small. 
This  “gift”  became  known  as  a Baker’s  Dozen. 

It  was  also  considered  bad  luck  to  give  a pair 
of  scissors  or  a knife  as  a gift  because  it  was 
feated  that  the  act  would  “cut”  the  friendship 
in  half.  Therefore,  knives  were  never  given  as 
wedding  gifts  as  it  was  believed  they  would 
lead  to  a broken  marriage. 


Lake  County 
Coin  Club 

Annual  Spring  Show 
Sunday 

March  28, 2010 

Warren  Township 
High  School 
500  N.  O’Plane  Road 
Gurnee,  IL 

Hours:  9-3  p.m. 

45  dealer  tables 

Contact  George  Efson 
847-244-5160 


Christmas  is  a Time 
for  Memories 

Take  a stroll  down  that  proverbial  “memory 
lane”  and  see  if  you  remember: 

• Making  angels  in  the  snow; 

• Playing  fox  and  geese; 

• Packing  a sled  with  toys  and  food  for  the 

needy  and  delivering  it  yourself; 

• Skis  made  from  old  barrel  staves; 

• Songs  in  the  parlor  around  the  melodeon; 

• Taffy  pulls; 

• Making  homemade  ice  cream  & fudge; 

• Every  Christmas  tree  you  saw  was  green; 

• Handmade  gifts  for  everyone; 

• Drying  mittens  on  a wood-burning  stove; 

• Playing  “Crack-the-Whip”  on  the  mill  pond; 

• When  you  really  heard  sleigh  bells; 

• Stringing  popcorn  for  the  tree; 

• Your  first  glimpse  of  the  Christmas  tree  on 
Christmas  morning; 

Yes,  times  have  changed,  but  the  real  spirit 
of  Christmas  with  its  message  of  “Peace  on 
Earth”  remains  unchanged.  It  is  our  wish  for 
you  this  holiday  season. 


Snowflakes 


Snowflakes  can  take  up 
to  an  hour  to  fall  from 
a cloud  to  the  earth  ’5 
surface.  Amazingly,  the 
largest  snowflake  on  record 
measured  approximately  15 
inches  in  diameter,  falling 

in  Montana  in  1887. 
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[Wisconsin  State  Journal] 


The  Shaw  Medal 

[Fred  Borgmann  #1 1 75] 

A medal  like  this  usually  appears  only  once  in 
a collector’s  lifetime.  Unique  and  previously 
unreported,  this  30.8mm  wide  and  44mm 
tall,  14k  gold  medal  weighs  27.7  grams  and 
is  inset  with  34  small  diamonds  and  one 
large  ruby.  Unfortunately,  the  medal  is  also 
unsigned  so  who  ever  made  and  designed  it 
remains  a mystery. 

At  the  top  of  the  medal  a partially  uncoiled 
ribbon  protects  the  protruding  ruby  torch 
while  also  forming  a watch  fob-type  loop. 
Added  to  the  top  of  this  fob  loop  is  a “V” 
shaped  double  loop  which  makes  it  possible 
to  wear  this  medal  on  a neck  chain. 


The  obverse  design  portrays  “Electricity”  as 
an  allegorical  male  figure  stepping  across  the 
top  of  the  world  while  holding  a banner  on 
which  an  old  electric  street  car  is  depicted. 
His  left  hand  holds  a red  (the  ruby)  torch 
above  his  head  to  light  the  way.  Behind  the 
banner  are  the  two  gas  storage  tanks  of  the 
old  Milwaukee  coal  gas  manufacturing  plant. 
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The  reverse  legend  “VETERANS 
ASS’N  OF  TMER  & L CO  & ASSOCIATED 
COMPANIES”  transliterates  as  the  long 
term  and  retired  employees  association  of 
the  Milwaukee  Electric  Railway  and  Light 
Company  and  associated  companies. 

In  the  center  is  the  five  line  inscription 
“JAMES  D.  SHAW//  40  //  YEARS  SERVICE  // 
1 899  //  W.E.P.  CO.”  In  this  case  the  “W.E.P. 
CO.”  stands  for  the  Wisconsin  Electric  Power 
Company  and  1 899  is  the  year  that  Shaw 
started  representing  The  Milwaukee  Electric 
Railway  & Light  Company  as  their  attorney. 

The  fact  that  this  medal  was  actually  issued 
in  1 939  and  not  1 899,  is  a good  example  of 
just  how  misleading  dates  on  medals  can  be. 

In  1 938  the  Milwaukee  Electric  Railway  and 
Light  Company  was  ordered  broken  up  by 
the  courts.  Compliance  resulted  in  the 
reformation  and  renaming  of  the  old  Light 
portion  of  TMER&L  Co.  as  the  Wisconsin 
Electric  Power  Company. 


20 


The  old  Electric  Railway  portion  became 
The  Milwaukee  Electric  Railway  & Transit 
Company  which  was  a subsidiary  of  the  W.E.P. 
Company. 


So  Who  Was 
James  D.  Shaw? 

James  Deyo  Shaw 
was  born  February 
7,  1 879  in  Jackson, 
Michigan.  He 
graduated  with  an 
LL.B  (Bachelor  of 
Laws)  degree  from 
the  University  of 
Wisconsin  in  Madison 
on  June  1 8 1 899  and 
went  to  work  for  the  Milwaukee  law  firm  of 
Spooner  and  Rosecrantz  in  the  same  year. 
The  firm  which  specialized  in  utilities  and 
tax  law,  assigned  Shaw  to  represent  their 
client  TMER&L  Co.  which  was  then  a young 
company  formed  just  three  years  before. 

As  the  firm  grew  and  evolved,  Shaw  rose  to 
full  and  senior  partnership  by  the  1 920’s 
when  the  firm  was  known  as  Shaw,  Muskat  & 
Paulson.  By  then  Shaw  was  also  the  General 
Counsel  and  a director  of  the  W.E.P.  Co.  and 
its  subsidiaries:  the  Transport  Company,  the 
Wisconsin  Gas  & Light  Co.  and  the  Wisconsin- 
Michigan  Power  Company. 

Shaw’s  courtroom  style  was  both  casual  and 
devastating,  which  gave  him  a reputation  for 
winning.  Of  all  his  courtroom  victories  my 
favorite  has  to  be  his  successful  defense  of 
Mrs.  Nieman’s  last  will  and  testament.  She 
was  the  owner  of  the  Milwaukee  Journal  at 
the  time  of  her  death  and  the  terms  of  her 
will  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  one  of 
the  first  Employee  Stock  Ownership  Plans  in 
the  state  of  Wisconsin. 

James  D.  Shaw  was  also  very  involved  in  the 
Masons  where  he  achieved  the  32nd  degree 
and  according  to  some  reports  the  33rd 
degree. 
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In  1913  he  married  Mrs.  Eleanor  Duffield  who 
died  in  1936.  In  1938  he  married  Dorothy 
Durbin,  daughter  of  a well-known  Milwaukee 
art  dealer. 

In  1 947  Shaw  died  of  a cerebral  hemorrhage 
resulting  from  an  automobile  accident.  By 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  amassed  a 
sizeable  fortune  which  left  his  wife,  Dorothy, 
well  provided  for  until  her  death  in  1 980. 

Dorothy  was  a remarkable  woman  in  her 
own  right.  After  her  passing  she  left  an 
endowment  fund  of  $4.5  million  in  trust 
with  the  Greater  Milwaukee  Foundation 
which  specializes  in  charitable  trust  fund 
management.  This  fund  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Shaw  Scientist  Award 
which  since  1 982  has  given  in  excess  of  $1  2 
million  in  unrestricted  research  grants  to  54 
“Shaw  Scientists”  doing  work  in  the  biological, 
medical  and  environmental  fields. 

In  spite  of  their  very  private  lives,  the  Shaws 
have  left  us  a perpetual  legacy  and  a beautiful 
medal  to  remember  them  by. 

[sources:  History  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  Class 
of  the  Wisconsin  Consistory  Scottish  Rite 
Cathedral,  Valley  of  Milwaukee,  Nov.  1 7-20, 
1913  pages  232-233.  Compiled  by  William 
H.  Hotchkiss,  Historian.  Wisconsin  by  Fred 
L.  Holmes  LITT.D,  1946,  Volume  IV,  pages 
31  6-31  7 Milwaukee  Journal  Aug.  1 9,  1 947 
obituary  located  by  the  Milwaukee  County 
Historical  Society. 

* * ★ 


The  Yule  Log 

Burning  the  yule  log  began  with  the 
ancient  Scandinavians,  who  once  a year 
burned  a huge  log  in  honor  of  their  god 
Thor.  After  the  Scandinavians  were 
converted,  they  incorporated  the  log  into 
their  Christian  celebration.  The  word 
“yule”  came  to  stand  for  Christmas.  In 
England,  it  was  considered  good  luck  to 
keep  an  unburned  part  of  the  log  to  light 
the  next  year ’s  log. 
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Cash-Strapped  California  IOUs: 

Just  the  Latest  Sub  for  Dollars 

[July  1 4,  2009  Wall  Street  Journal  article  published 
in  MNS  newsletter) 

To  the  creditors  of  California  who  got  paid 
in  IOUs  instead  of  money,  take  it  from 
historians,  things  could  be  worse...  you  could 
be  getting  clamshells  or  chunks  of  plywood. 

During  the  Great  Depression,  hundreds 
of  communities  as  strapped  for  cash  as 
California  is  today,  circulated  their  own 
temporary  currencies.  An  estimated  $1 
billion  in  this  scrip  was  issued  by  towns 
and  counties,  not  to  mention  corporations, 
school  boards,  newspapers  and  a few  wealthy 
individuals.  Most  promissory  notes  looked 
like  paper  currency,  but  scrip  was  also  printed 
on  leather,  metal,  fish-skin  parchment  and,  in 
Tenino,  Washington,  on  slabs  of  two-ply  Sitka 
Spruce. 

In  Hood  River,  Oregon,  Hal’s  Tire  Service 
printed  $1  bills  on  scraps  of  old  tires,  briefly 
giving  the  rubber  check  a good  name. 

Today,  collectors  treasure  remnants  of 
those  desperate  times:  a green  and  gold 
“sauerkraut  note”  from  Minneapolis;  a 
warrant,  beautifully  printed  with  an  engraving 
of  a clipper  ship,  from  Cape  May  County,  N.J. 
Some  imagine  filling  out  their  collection  with 
Schwarzenegger  scrip,  circa  2009. 

“Every  piece  tells  a story,”  says  Neil 
Shafer,  author  of  the  “Standard  Catalog 
of  Depression  Scrip  of  the  United  States” 
published  in  1 984.  “It  represents  a piece  of 
social  history”. 

Since  California  ran  out  of  cash  in  July,  it 
has  issued  more  than  1 94,000  IOUs,  with  a 
total  value  of  $1 .03  billion.  They  were  to 
be  redeemable  in  U.S.  dollars  on  October  2nd 
if  the  states  came  up  with  the  money.  The 
legislature  approved  a plan  to  close  a $24 
billion  budget  gap,  but  officials  say  it  could 
still  take  a few  weeks  to  analyze  the  state’s 
cash  situation  and  resume  giving  creditors 
checks  instead  of  promises. 


California  IOUs  differ  from  Depression-era 
scrip  in  a key  respect:  They  are  made  out 
to  individual  creditors  for  specific  amounts. 
Scrip  in  the  1 930s  was  designed  to  circulate 
like  currency  and  usually  issued  in  standard 
denominations  of  25  cents,  $1  and  $5. 

Issuance  exploded  in  early  1933,  as  banks 
in  city  after  city  suspended  operations  in 
the  face  of  runs  on  their  teller  windows, 
severely  restricting  the  amount  of  money  in 
circulation.  On  March  6th,  President  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  shut  down  nearly  all  transactions 
in  a “bank  holiday,”  even  as  he  prodded  the 
Federal  Reserve  to  hurry  and  print  more 
currency.  Some  banks  reopened  within  days, 
but  others  remained  shut  for  weeks.  People 
and  businesses  ran  out  of  cash. 

Some  turned  to  barter.  The  New  York 
Daily  News,  which  was  sponsoring  a boxing 
match  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  offered  a 
ticket  in  exchange  for  any  item  worth  50<t. 
Fans  brought  in  spark  plugs,  nightgowns, 
frankfurters,  jigsaw  puzzles,  New  Testaments, 
noodles  and  golf  knickers,  says  Mr.  Shafer, 
who  chronicled  the  era  in  his  book. 

But  barter  goes  only  so  far.  Makeshift 
currencies  soon  were  popping  up  everywhere. 
Each  note  of  the  funny  money  was  supposed 
to  be  backed  by  the  assets  of  the  issuer.  For 
the  most  part,  the  system  worked.  When  the 
crisis  passed,  holders  of  scrip  were  able  to 
redeem  it  for  legal  tender. 

There  were  a few  flops  and  scams.  In 
Chicago,  a hustler  printed  up  official-looking 
notes  bearing  his  name:  Caslow  Recovery 
Certificates.  They  turned  out  to  be 
worthless.  In  Portland,  Oregon,  scrip  issued 
by  Multnomah  County  got  entangled  in  a legal 
dispute,  leaving  holders  high  and  dry. 

In  Minneapolis,  a group  of  jobless  residents 
pledged  to  provide  handmade  goods,  such 
as  clothing  or  canned  vegetables,  to  a 
central  commissary.  Then  they  printed  their 
own  currency,  emblazoned  with  the  line 
“Organized  Unemployed,”  to  facilitate  trade. 
The  experiment  ended  badly  when  too  many 
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members  contributed  nothing  but  sauerkraut 
to  the  commissary.  “You  can’t  buy  and  sell 
sauerkraut  among  yourselves  for  very  long,” 
says  Loren  Gatch,  a political  scientist  at  the 
University  of  Central  Oklahoma. 

Detroit  had  a more  robust  scrip  economy.  By 
early  March  of  1 933,  the  city  had  been  short 
of  legal  tender  for  so  long  that  workers  were 
fainting  from  hunger  at  their  desks,  according 
to  Smithsonian  Magazine.  So  the  city  printed 
millions  of  dollars  of  scrip,  in  denominations 
as  high  as  $100.  Unlike  the  pecked-out-on- 
a-typewriter  look  of  some  notes,  Detroit’s 
were  beautifully  designed  and  professionally 
printed,  on  the  theory,  says  Mr.  Gatch,  that 
“if  the  bills  looked  good,  people  would  be 
more  likely  to  take  them.” 

A newspaper  in  northern  California  called 
the  Pacific  Grove  Tribune  took  a different 
tack.  It  issued  what  it  called  “Anti-hoarding” 
scrip,  printed  on  sheets  about  1 7 inches  by 
7 inches,  so  cumbersome  that  creditors  who 
got  them  had  an  incentive  to  put  them  back 
into  circulation  quickly. 

The  Tribune  also  urged  each  person  who 
spent  a note  to  first  sign  the  back.  The  idea 
was  that  the  growing  list  of  signatures  would 
be  a boost  to  morale  - proof  that,  even  in 
tough  times,  business  was  being  transacted. 

Historians  say  few  scrip  notes  were 
counterfeited,  in  part  because  many  didn’t 
circulate  long  enough  to  get  a racket  up 
and  running.  There  were  a few  attempts, 
though.  In  the  late  1 930s,  two  brothers 
from  Superior,  Wisconsin  were  charged  with 
counterfeiting  a local  scrip.  Their  defense 
was  it  wasn’t  real  money  to  begin  with,  so 
how  could  faking  it  be  illegal?  The  judge 
didn’t  buy  it  and  they  were  convicted. 

Such  stories  make  Depression  scrip  more 
than  just  old  paper,  collectors  say.  Each  is 
a window  into  the  past.  Collectors  prowl 
garage  sales,  flea  markets  and  numismatic 
conventions  in  search  of  surviving  scrip.  “I 
love  the  thrill  of  the  hunt”  says  Jamie  Yakes, 
a sales  manager  in  South  Brunswick,  New 
Jersey. 


Even  amid  the  Depression,  some  collectors 
saw  the  appeal  of  handmade  lOUs,  and  a 
couple  of  communities  catered  to  that  by 
issuing  novelty  scrip.  The  Crescent  City, 
California,  Chamber  of  Commerce  issued 
hand-lettered  clamshells,  each  redeemable 
for  1 0 cents  when  the  Chamber  got  some 
money.  Officials  rightly  guessed  that  most 
folks  would  hang  onto  them  as  souvenirs. 

Though  a few  issuers  saved  stashes  of  their 
scrip,  and  it  now  can  be  bought  cheaply 
at  online  auction  sites,  many  other  issuers 
destroyed  the  notes  after  they  were 
redeemed.  With  those  bills,  the  few  that 
survived  can  fetch  hundreds  of  dollars. 

Rod  Charlton  II,  who  runs  a website  called 
DepressionScrip.com,  says  there  is  no  bigger 
thrill  than  finding  an  unusual  note  online.  “I 
can’t  sleep  at  night  because  I want  to  get 
hold  of  it  so  bad,”  he  says.  “It’s  that  kind  of 
obsession.” 

California’s  lOUs  lack  the  flair  of  much 
Depression-era  scrip;  they  are  basic,  pale- 
green  government-issue  checks,  except  they 
bear  the  telltale  label  “Registered  Warrant.” 
Still,  collectors  say  they  would  make  good 
souvenirs  of  today’s  financial  crisis.  The  trick 
will  be  getting  hold  of  one.  California  plans 
to  destroy  the  lOUs  after  they  are  redeemed 
and  state  officials  say  they  expect  a high 
redemption  rate. 

California’s  Not  the  only  State 
in  Financial  Trouble 

California’s  budget  problems  are  in  a league  of 
their  own,  but  Wisconsin  has  had  persistent 
budget  shortfalls  and  has  had  a negative 
general  fund  balance  from  fiscal  years  2002- 
2008. 

A Wisconsin  State  Journal  article  published 
November  1 2th,  stated  that  Wisconsin  joined 
California  and  other  financially  troubled 
states  warning  of  wider  fiscal  catastrophes  if 
quick  legislative  action  isn’t  taken.  A study 
released  in  November  warned  that  at  least 
nine  other  states  are  also  barreling  toward 
economic  disaster,  raising  the  likelihood  of 
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higher  taxes,  more  government  layoffs  and 
cuts  in  services. 

The  report  by  the  Pew  Center  found  that 
Arizona,  California,  Florida,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
Nevada,  New  Jersey,  Oregon,  Rhode  Island 
and  Wisconsin  are  at  grave  risk.  The  report 
was  based  on  data  available  last  July  and 
scored  all  50  states  based  on  revenue 
changes,  unemployment,  foreclosures  and 
budget  requirements. 

Michael  Morgan,  Governor  Doyle’s 
administration  secretary,  claims  the  report 
is  “fundamentally  flawed”  because  it  fails  to 
account  for  the  fact  that  some  states  already 
have  a budget  shortfall  in  the  current  fiscal 
year  and  Wisconsin  does  not  and  Wisconsin’s 
unemployment  rate  is  below  the  national 
average. 


The  Hideman  of  Fond  du  Lac 

[by  Gene  Johnson  #L-1 05] 

The  tokens  of  the  Fred  Rueping  Leather 
Company  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin  are  in 
the  vernacular  of  exonumia  called  “identified 
mavericks”.  This  means  the  tokens  have  no 
city  or  state  identification  stamped  on  them, 
but  the  city  or  state  of  issue  has  been  clearly 
identified  and  is  known. 

Of  the  nearly  1 0,000  tokens  listed  in  the 
1 993  “Trade  Tokens  of  Wisconsin”  checklist, 
only  these  two  Rueping  pieces  were  issued  by 
a tannery. 

Founded  as  the  “Rueping  Tannery”  in  1 854 
by  German  immigrant  William  Rueping,  the 
company  name  was  changed  to  William 
Rueping  and  Sons  in  1 887.  The  tannery  was 
a big  employer  in  the  city  of  Fond  du  Lac. 

The  Fred  Rueping  Leather  Company  was 
incorporated  by  its  third-generation  president 
in  1 894,  dating  the  tokens  as  being  used 
after  that  year.  Die  sinking  characteristics 
indicate  the  two  tokens  were  probably  used 
within  the  years  1 900  and  1 940. 


Fred  Rueping  abounded  from  1 894  through 
1912,  expanding  the  company  to  be  one  of 
the  largest  tanneries  in  the  United  States  and 
then  placed  the  firm  under  the  leadership  of 
his  namesake  son  from  1913  to  1 943. 

Hide  tanning  has  never  been  pretty.  The 
lye  and  chemicals  used  to  remove  the  fur 
from  the  leather  is  toxic,  and  before  World 
War  II,  the  process  was  an  odorous,  polluting 
business  from  which  our  leather  shoes  were 
derived. 

It  seems  incongruous  that  a canteen  or 
lunch  room  could  exist  in  that  type  of  smelly 
environment,  but  the  tokens  sure  seem  to  be 
employee-type  coinage. 

This  scalloped  token  with  the  full  company 
title  is  clearly  the  earliest  issue,  and  indicates 
an  outside  the  company  entity  may  have 
operated  the  canteen/lunchroom.  The  “J” 
cancellation  on  the  handsome  scalloped 
pieces  show  they  were  marked  to  identify  a 
second  proprietor. 
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By  marking  the  tokens,  the  new  proprietor 
would  not  be  required  to  redeem  uncanceled 
tokens  held  by  persons  who  had  received 
them  from  the  previous  vendor. 


What  We  Said...  157  Years  Ago 

“Our  Banking  Law  has  been  adopted  by  the 
people  by  an  overwhelming  majority...” 

“The  Banker  pays  a tax  of  one-and-a-half 
percent  - receives  1 0%  interest  - can 
deposit,  as  security,  the  stocks  of  any  state 
or  of  the  United  States...  Thus,  while  it  will 
afford  us  a safe  circulation,  and  one  worthy 
of  credit,  it  will,  if  carried  out  to  the  letter, 
greatly  reduce  the  taxes  in  the  State. 

“We  understand  that  Messrs.  Marshall  & 

Isley  are  making  preparation  to  organize 
immediately,  under  the  law,  at  Madison, 
by  the  name  of  “THE  STATE  BANK”  with  a 
capital  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars...  Messrs 
DOE  & Co.  of  Janesville  will  also  organize, 
under  the  name  of  “THE  CENTRAL  BANK  OF 
WISCONSIN,”  with  a capital  of  Twenty-Five 
Thousand  Dollars. 


This  Fred  Rue  ping  Leather  Company  octagonal 
token  appears  to  be  of 1930  vintage 


Environmental  pressure  and  enlightened 
technology  of  the  1 960  era  changed  and 
vastly  improved  the  tannery  business.  The 
Rueping  Company,  a large  Fond  du  Lac 
employer,  cleaned  up  their  act  and  survived. 


* * * 


“There  must  be  at  this  time  in  the  State,  full 
two  millions  of  Bank  paper  in  circulation,  and 
if  it  were  taxed,  as  it  should  be,  the  State 
would  receive,  at  one-and-a-half  percent, 
$30,000  to  the  State  Treasury... 

“Let  the  farmers  and  businessmen  generally 
say  whether  they  will  continue  to  pay  all  the 
taxes  of  the  State,  and  to  circulate  money 
forced  upon  them,  (paying  no  tax)  or  whether 
they  will  support  good  and  safe  Banks  and 
make  them  bear  their  part  of  the  burden.” 

[Wisconsin  State  Journal  editorial  Nov.  1 6,  1 852.] 

* * * 


Scandinavian 

Julbukk 

a popular  Christmas  decoration 


Scandinavian  Christmas 
festivities  feature  a variety 
of  straw  decorations  in 
the  form  of  stars, 
hearts  and  other  shapes, 
well  as  this  Julbukk. 
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Armenia  Issues  First  Ever 
100,000-Dram  Note 

On  August  24th  the  Central  Bank  of  Armenia 
introduced  a new  100,000-dram  (US  $264) 
note,  now  the  largest  denomination  in  this 
Eurasian  nation. 

A representative  of  the  Central  Bank  of 
Armenia  has  ruled  out  that  the  introduction  of 
this  note  increases  inflation  risks  or  forestalls 
an  imminent  devaluation  of  the  national 
currency  of  Armenia. 

Until  now,  a 50,000  dram  bill  was  Armenia’s 
highest  face  value  banknote,  This  new 
banknote,  according  to  our  estimations, 
will  take  only  3%  in  cash  circulation  on  the 
market,  which  cannot  have  any  significant 
impact  on  the  economy  in  terms  of  the  value 
of  the  national  currency  or  any  inflation  risks. 


Vakhtang  Abrahamian,  Central  Bank 
representative,  said  experts  had  studied  the 
experience  of  a number  of  countries,  such 
as  Lithuania,  where  the  highest  nominal 
value  of  a banknote  is  equivalent  to  1 ,000 
Euros  (approximately  $1,433).  He  added 
“This  experience  shows  that  on  the  contrary 
it  facilitates  large  transactions  and  avoids 
situations  where  large  transactions  are  carried 
out  with  the  use  of  foreign  currencies.” 

Meanwhile,  economist  Vahagn  Khachatrian, 
who  represents  the  main  opposition  Armenian 
National  Congress,  regarded  the  move  as 
a sign  of  a possible  depreciation  of  the 
Armenian  currency.  “It  is  an  accepted 
practice  in  all  countries  that  banknotes  of 
a higher  nominal  value  are  printed  when 
devaluation  takes  place.” 


oooooooo  /M 


The  new  100,000 
dram  note  is 
now  the  largest 
denomination 
in  this  Eurasian 
nation. 


Armenian 
1 ,000  Dram 
Note 
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Former  Central  Bank  chairman  Bagrat  Asatrian 
also  ruled  out  that  the  introduction  of  the 
1 00,000  dram  notes  would  have  any  impact 
on  the  value  of  the  Armenian  currency.  He 
said  it  would  only  alter  the  structure  of 
the  money  supply  rather  than  expand  it.  “I 
think  there  is  something  positive  here,  and 
eventually  large  banknotes  are  also  a means 
to  combat  dollarization.” 

The  new  multicolor  note  features  ancient 
Armenian  king  Abgar  V,  and  measures  1 60  x 
72  mm.  It  carries  several  innovative  security 
features  to  prevent  counterfeiting. 

[ref.  MNS  Newsletter  & Eurasia  Banknote  News] 

★ ★ ★ 

You  Might  Live  in  Wisconsin... 

• if  you  consider  it  a sport  to  gather  your  food  by 
drilling  through  18”  of  ice  and  sitting  there  all 
day  hoping  that  food  will  swim  by. 

• if  you  drive  65  mph  through  2 feet  of  snow 
during  a raging  blizzard  without  flinching; 


• if  every  time  you  see  moonlight  on  a lake,  you 
think  of  a dancing  bear  and  you  sing  “From  the 
Land  of  Sky-Blue  waters’” 

• if  you  go  out  for  a fish  fry  every  Friday; 

• if  you  know  all  seasons  --  almost  winter,  winter, 
still  winter  and  road  construction. 

• if  you  have  cable  jumpers  in  your  car  and  your 
wife  knows  how  to  use  them. 

• if  you  refer  to  the  Packers  as  “we”; 

• if  you  think  of  the  major  food  groups  as  beer, 
fish  and  venison; 

• if  you  have  either  a pet  or  child  named  “Bret”; 

• if  you  know  several  people  who  have  hit  a deer 
more  than  once; 

• if  you  installed  security  lights  on  your  house  and 
garage  and  leave  both  unlocked. 

...then  you  probably  do  live  in  Wisconsin... 

[submited  by  Tom  Casper] 


Wisconsin  Coin  Expos  LLC 


Coin  Show 

Sunday,  March  7, 2010 

Oshkosh  Convention  Center 
2 North  Main  Street 
Oshkosh,  WI 

Hours:  9:00-5:00  p.m. 


Chet’s  Wisconsin  Obsolete 
Currency  Collection 


It  was  estimated  at  $10,000  but  sold  for 
$19,550  including  buyer’s  fee.  This  was 
one  of  the  notes  once  owned  by  Del. 


by  Tom  Casper  #982 


The  third  major  collection  belonging  to 
Krause  Publication’s  founder,  Chester  Krause, 
went  up  for  auction  at  the  Whitman  Coin 
and  Collectibles  Expo  in  Philadelphia,  PA  on 
September  23,  2009.  His  two  previous 
collections  auctioned  off  were  Wisconsin 
National  Currency  notes  and  Wisconsin  Civil 
War  tokens. 

This  collection  was  his  Wisconsin  Obsolete 
notes,  a fabulous  and  outstanding  collection 
of  ultra-rare  notes,  some  of  which  have 
never  been  on  the  market.  This  collection 
was  displayed  at  the  2007  Milwaukee  ANA 
show.  Obsolete  notes  were  issued  from 
1 830s-1  860s  by  unregulated  private  banks. 
Many  banks  issued  more  notes  than  they 
could  redeem  and  subsequently  went  out 
of  business  after  a short  period  of  time 
without  redeeming  all  their  notes.  Hence,  the 
remaining  notes  became  obsolete. 

The  catalog  description  listed  the  provenance 
of  some  notes.  These  included  the  late 
Del  Bertschy  and  James  Bookbinder,  both 
members  of  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic 
Society.  The  catalog  noted  that  over  time, 
Chet  got  most  of  the  Del  Bertschy  collection 
rarities.  The  sale  contained  39  lots  of 
Milwaukee  notes. 

A check  of  the  prices  realized  for  the 
Wisconsin  obsolete  notes  showed  only  a few 
“common”  pieces  selling  below  $1,000,  The 
most  expensive  note  --  actually  a sheet  of 
notes  ($1 , $2,  $3,  $5)  from  the  Oneida  Bank 
in  Berlin,  Wisconsin  was  hammered  down  at 
$23,000  which  includes  the  1 5%  buyer’s  fee. 

The  highest  price  paid  for  a Milwaukee  note 
was  for  an  excessively  $5  Santa  Claus  note 
issued  in  1 855  from  the  Bank  of  Milwaukee. 


The  total  amount  realized  for  the 
Wisconsin  obsoietes  was  $1,1  32,192. 

The  Philadelphia  Americana  sale  of  these 
obsolete  notes  as  well  as  the  prices  realized 
is  available  at  Stack’s  web  site,  www.Stacks. 
com. 

Part  two  of  Chet’s  obsoietes,  including  scrip 
notes,  will  be  held  by  Stack’s  next  spring. 

* * * 


More  “Pep”  Please... 

[by  Phyllis  Calkins  #99L] 

When  I was  growing  up,  I collected  ev- 
erything --  butterflies,  paper  dolls,  signed 
autograph  photos  of  my  favorite  movie  stars 
and  other  “goodies”  that  kids  in  the  1 940s 
eagerly  searched  for  in  cereals  and  Cracker 
Jack  boxes. 


Kids  ate  Ralston  cereals  to  get  Jack  Arm- 
strong’s Secret  Decoder  or  telescope  mirror 
of  a Ralston  straight  shooter  and  they  lis- 
tened to  the  “All  American  Boy”  radio  show 

which  was  spon- 
sored by  “Wheat- 
tes”  cereal. 

Favorite  collectibles 
in  the  early  1 940s 
were  pinbacks 
of  well-known 
comic  characters 
from  the  pages  of 
Sunday  funnies... 
Andy  Dump,  Henry, 
Blondie  and  Dag- 
wood  and  Popeye 
were  a few  of  the 
colorful  characters 
that  were  on  these 
colorful 
buttons. 


28 


Later,  during  World  War  II,  a second  series 
of  buttons  displayed  emblems  of  different 
military  units.  A few  special  cereal  boxes 
contained  a button  twice  the  normal  size  -- 
enticing  children  to  eat  even  more  Pep. 


The  certificates  did  (and  do)  have  some 
value.  They  provide  their  present  owners 
with  thoughts  of  instant  riches  and  provide 
another  numismatic  collectible  for  stock  and 
bond  collectors. 


The  Quaker  Oats  Company  had  a promotional 
scheme  over  50  years  ago  that  is  still  haunt- 
ing the  firm  and  Canada  after  Bruce  Baker, 
a Chicago  advertising  creator,  came  up  with 
a “land  deeds”  in  the  Yukon  to  promote  the 
sale  of  Puffed  Rice  and  Puffed  Wheat.  Baker 
came  up  with  the  idea  to  give  away  a deed 
of  land  on  the  Yukon  River  with  each  box  of 
cereal.  His  idea  came  from  the  fictional  Cana- 
dian Mountie  Sgt.  Preston.  Baker  purchased 
a 1 9.1 1 acre  lot  on  the  Yukon’s  west  bank 
and  divided  it  into  21  million  shares,  each 
worth  one  square  inch  of  land.  The  plat  cost 
$1,000  in  1954. 


The  Klondike  Big  Inch  Land  Company  was  in- 
corporated in  Illinois  and  millions  of  numbered, 
elaborately-designed  stock  certificates  were 
printed,  filled  on  each  side  with  legal  verbiage, 
picture  of  a gold  miner,  corporate  seal  signa- 
tures and  the  head  title,  DEED  OF  LAND. 
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Deed  of  Land  of  the  Klondike  Big  Inch  Land  Company 


The  promotion  began  January  1 7,  1 955  and 
was  successful,  but  quickly  grew  stale  and  in 
1 965  the  acreage  was  repossessed  by  Cana- 
dian authorities  for  nonpayment  of  $37.20  in 
property  taxes.  Theoretically  worth  1 /2  of  a 
cent  each  in  1 955,  the  deeds  became  worth- 
less and  the  company  dissolved  in  1 966. 


Such  a misleading  promotion  could  hardly 
be  tolerated  today,  and  some  Quaker  Oats 
executives  at  the  time  were  uneasy  about 
the  promotional  ploy.  Today  the  company’s 
customer  relations  employees  must  inform 
finders  of  the  “Big  Inch”  deeds  that  these 
land  claims  were  never  formally  registered 
and  were  worthless  from  Day  ONE. 


When  America 
celebrated  the 
entrance  of  the 
21  st  century, 

Cheerios  included 
a 2000  penny  with 
a certificate  of 
authenticity,  which 
states:  “This  is 
to  certify  that  the 
United  States  Mint 
at  its  Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania  facil- 
ity --  the  largest 
coin  manufacturing  plant  in  the  world,  pro- 
duced the  enclosed  coin.  Your  2000-dated 
coin  is  one  of  the  first  1 0,000,000  to  be 
produced  by  the  Mint  and  has  been  packaged 
by  Cheerios  as  a special  memento  of  the  new 
millennium.”  (signed  by  Phillip  Diehl,  Director, 
United  States  Mint.” 


Remember  the  introduction  of  the 
Sacagawea  Dollars  in  2000? 

The  U.S.  Mint  spent  “$53,000,000  that  year 
on  marketing  and  advertising,  but  perhaps 
more  inspired  was  the  Mint’s  partnership  with 
General  Mills.  Placing  new  millennium  pennies 
and  5,500  Sacagawea  dollars  within  10  mil- 
lion Cheerios  boxes  was  a huge  promotional 
campaign  between  the  Mint  and  General  Mills 
to  promote  the  Sacagawea  dollar. 
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Buying 
a box  of 
Cheerios 
in  January 
of  2000 
bought  you 
more  than 
a good 
breakfast. 


Purchasing  this  special  box  of  Cheerios  gave 
you  a shot  at  a very  special  Sacagawea 
golden  coin.  The  campaign  involved  the 
distribution  of  5,500  of  the  2000-P 
Sacagawea  dollars,  which  were  placed  inside 
boxes  of  Cheerios  as  well  as  other  General 
Mills’  Cheerios  brand  cereals.  Placed  in  every 
4,400th  box  was  a certificate  redeemable  for 
1 00  Sacagawea  dollars. 

While  these  special  giveaway  Sacagawea 
coins  bear  the  date  2000,  they  were  actu- 
ally struck  in  1999.  The  special  cereal  boxes 
were  on  grocery  shelves  before  any  of  the 
new  coins  made  it  into  circulation.  The  coins 
weren’t  released  to  banks  until  late  January. 

The  5,500  Sacagawea  dollars  struck  for  this 
giveaway  retain  a large  premium  over  the 
other  2000  dated  dollars.  In  2005  it  was 
discovered  that  the  Cheerios  dollars  had 
been  struck  with  a reverse  die  produced 
from  a different  hub  than  what  was  used  for 
the  coins  struck  for  circulation. 

The  key  to  determining  this  difference  is 
found  on  the  tail  feathers  of  the  eagle  on  the 
reverse.  The  central  line  of  the  tail  feather 
shaft  on  the  Cheerios  dollar  is  raised,  while  it 
is  recessed  on  the  other  dollars.  The  feath- 
ers also  have  more  detail  on  the  Cheerios 
dollars  than  on  the  regular  coins. 


Just  a Dollar  You  Say? 

Not  Quite  --  These  Cheerios  dollars  are  now 
being  sold  for  several  thousand  dollars  each. 

The  cereal  boxes  with  these  coins  are  no 
longer  on  store  shelves,  so  if  you  wish  to 
own  one,  be  prepared  to  pay  a premium.  In 
January,  2009,  Coin  World  reported  on  a 
man  who  found  a Cheerios  dollar  in  a roll  of 
circulated  Sacagawea  and  Anthony  dollars, 
but  this  should  be  considered  an  exception, 
not  the  norm. 

[references:  Reminisce  Magazine, 

Coin  World, 

Numismatic  News 
Internet 

★ ★ ★ 

The  Truth  About... 


People  have  been  saving  coins  in  piggy  banks  since 
the  Middle  Ages.  Only  they  were  not  using 
pig-shaped  banks , but  orange  clay  pots  called 
“pyggs”  Over  time,  the  meaning  of  the  word 
was  lost,  and  by  the  1 9th  century,  potters  were 
making  “pygg’jors  in  the  shape  of  pigs. 

[source:  “World  of  Wonder” 
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Coin  Club  Meetings 

Barron  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  7:00  p.m.  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the  School 
Administration  Bldg.,  700  Augusta  St.,  Rice  Lake.  Contact 
Barron  County  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  256,  Chetek,  WI  54728. 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  in  the  basement 
of  Parks  Rec.  Bldg.,  1300  1st  Ave.  in  Eau  Claire.  E-mail  54701. 
com/coinclub  or  PO  Box  2140  Eau  Claire,  WI  54702. 

Elgin  IL  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  1st  Wednesday  at  the  VFW  Post  1307,  1601  Weld 
Rd.„  Elgin,  IL  60123.  Contact  Don  Cerny,  PO  Box  561,  S.  Elgin, 
IL  60177.  Ph.  847-888-1449. 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April-October);  at  the  Siren  Sr.  Center, 
23943  State  Road  35,  Siren,  7:00  traders;  8:00  business  meeting. 
Contact  Gary  Schauls,  2702  150th  St.,  Luck,  WI  54853-3811 . 
Phone  715-472-2002. 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  1st  Tuesday  (May  thru  Sept.)  at  the  Senior  Center  East 
2nd  Street  in  Fond  du  Lac.  Contact  Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club,  PO 
Box  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54903. 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  Prime 
Time  Club,  11150  Valley  Road,  Menasha. 

Intnl.  Bank  Note  Society  - Midwest  Chapter 

Meets  1 p.m.  at  North  Shore  Library  in  Glendale. 
www.mcfls.org/northshorelibrary. 

Kenosha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  (except  July 
& August)  at  3030  39th  Ave,  Kenosha.  Contact:  Jerry  Binsfeld 
262-657-4653. 

Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  Silverbrook 
Middle  School,  120  N.  Silverbrook  Drive  in  West  Bend.  Youth 
meeting  at  6:30.  Contact:  Dave  Hunsicker  262-338-6064. 

Lake  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  7:00  the  IstTues.  each  month  at  the  Warren  Township 
Library,  O’Plaine  Rd.,  Gurnee,  IL.  (Alternate  mtg.  place  at  Gur- 
nee Police  Dept.,  100  N.  O’Plaine  Rd..  Contact:  George  Efsen, 
847-244-5160. 

Lakeland  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  at  6:45  the  first  and  third  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
Lakeland  Senior  Center,  Woodruff,  WI. 


Manitowoc  Coin  Club 

No  regular  monthly  meetings.  An  annual  coin  show  is  held  in 
February.  Contact  A1  Hrudka  920-775-4979. 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the  Mayfair 
Mall  Community  Room,  2500  N.  Mayfair  Road  in  Wauwatosa  (use 
#2  entrance,  east  side  of  mall).  Contact  Bruce  Benoit,  PO  Box 
210064,  Milwaukee,  53221 . Phone  414-282-8128. 
www.milwaukeenumismaticsociety.com. 

Nicolet  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at  Stein  Supper  Club, 

126  S.  Adams  in  Green  Bay. 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  pm  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  each  month  at  the  Masonic 
Temple,  (lower  level)  23  E Davenport  St.,  Rhinelander.  Contact  the 
club  at  P.O.  Box  126,  Rhinelander,  WI  54501 . 

Ozaukee  Coin  Club 

Meets  2nd  Thursday  at  Rose  Harms  Legion  Post,  1540  13th  Ave., 
Grafton.  (Youth  mtg.  6:30;  General  mtg.  7:00.  Contact  Ozaukee 
Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  832,  Cedarburg,  WI  53012. 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  Castlewood  Restaurant  in 
Sturtevant  (across  street  from  the  old  Amtrack  Depot).  Contact  Bill 
Spencer  262-637-7766.  (no  July  or  Aug.  mtg). 

Richland  Center  Coin  Club 

Meets  7:00  p.m.  on  the  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the  Bowl- 
ing Alley.  No  meetings  June/July/August.  Contact  Larry  Schiafer 
608-279-1182. 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club 

Contact:  Rockford  Area  Coin  Club,  do  Darrell  Schultz,  P.O.  Box 
294,  Cherry  Valley,  IL  61016. 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  every  other  Tuesday  at  Maple  Lanes,  3107  S.  Busi- 
ness Dr.,  in  Sheboygan.  Contact  Sheboygan  Coin  Club,  PO  Box 
907, Sheboygan, WI  53081. 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
St.  Roman’s  Parish  Office,  1710  W.  Bolivar  Ave.  in  Milwaukee. 
Contact  Walter  Weis  414-384-7966.  www.ssccmke.org. 

Waukesha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  the 
Waukesha  Salvation  Army  offices  at  445  Madison  St.,  Waukesha. 
Contact  Forrest  Schumacher,  2300  Avalon  Drive,  Waukesha,  WI 
53186.  Ph:  262-542-5990.  www.waukeshacoinclub.com. 


Madison  Coin  Club  Wisconsin  Valle,  Coin  Clnb 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each  month  in  the  Com-  Meets  at  6:30  on  the  lst  & 3rd  1 ucsda>'  of  cach  month  at  Liberty 
munity  Meeting  Room  atZimbrick  Buick,  1601  W Beltline  Hwy.  Bel1  Coln  Investments.  130  N.  3rd  Ave.,  Wausau.  (June,  July,  Aug. 

at  Fish  Hatchery  intersection.  Contact  Tom  Galway.  Phone  mlS  3rdTue>  Contact  Thad  Streeter,  7 15-355-5437. 
608-238-1722. 
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Gary's 

Coins  & Stamps 

Buy  - Sell  - Trade  - Appraisals 

(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 


Distributor  for  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Wholesale  / Retail  / Mail  Order 

Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co. 

Buy  / Sell/  Trade 
U.S.,  Canadian  & World  Coins 
Tokens  / New  & Used  Coin  Supplies 


Gary  Rosencrans 
715-421-0822 


Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 
P.0.  Box  31  210  West  Grand  Ave. 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wl  54495-0031 


P.O.  Box  254 
Oshkosh,  W!  54903-0254 


Randy  Miller 
Phone  920-231-6161 
FAX  920-231-6122 


NUMISMATICS 


Weiss 

Collectable 

Sales 

Ancient,  C Medieval,  rAmicjn 


Voecks’ 

FOX  VALLEY  COIN 
-or-  DIAMONDS,  etc. 

103  East  Kimberly  Avenue 
Kimberly,  Wisconsin  54136-1402 


P.O.  Box  400476 
Los  Vegas,  NV  89140 


Phone/FAX 

702-202/4399 


920-731-5451 

E-mail:  fitz@foxvcoin.  fax  920-788-3792 


Buying  Wisconsin  Nationals 

(Trades  also  considered) 


also  buying  tokens  from  SW  Wisconsin 


JIM’s  COINS 


Please  contact  me  ANYTIME 

Bob  McNeill  NOW  101  L 

P.O.  Box  301  608-935-5021 

Dodgeville,  Wl  53533  608-553-5021  (cell) 

Ragpicker  @verizon.net 


Major  buyers  of  all  coins  and  bullion. 
Specializing  in  RARE  COINS, 

MINT  ERRORS  and  OLD  RED/BLUE  books. 

Auction  download: 

www.jimscoins.net 

Full  service  coin  store  in  Madison,  Wl 
Lower  Level,  Hilldale  Mall 
(608) 233-2118 
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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 


NOW 

Officers 


President 

Vice  President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

NOW  News  Editor 

Past  President 

Historian 


Thad  Streeter 
Fred  Borgmann 
Bill  Oldenburg 
Ron  Calkins 
Phyllis  Calkins 
Bill  Brandimore 
Gene  Johnson 


Board  of  Governors  (terms  begin  with  the  NOW  Show) 


2007-2009 

2008-2010 

2009-2011 

Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Yr 

Tom  Casper 

Bill  Brandimore 

Bruce  Benoit 

Business  card 

$ 6 

$20 

Myles  Fenske 

Joel  Edler 

Lee  Hartz 

1/4  page 

$10 

$ 35 

Tom  Galway 

Cliff  Mishler 

Ken  Muelling 

1 /2  page 

$18 

$60 

Mike  Tramte 

Leon  Saryan 

Bob  VanRyzin 

Full  page 

$30 

$100 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Membership  Application 

No. 

Name Business  Name 

Address 

Street  City  State  Zip 

Phone  No. E-Mail  address 

New  Member  $10  Renewed  Membership  $10  Life  Membership  $150 

Coin  Club  Membership  $10 

Coin  Club  Address 

Send  $10  dues  and  application  to: 

NOW,  PO  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 
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Please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  show  to  the  NOW  News  Editor, 

PO  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  WI  53560.  Include  name  of  club,  location  of  show, 
dates,  hours,  number  of  tables  and  your  show/bourse  chairman’s  name,  address 
and  phone  number. 


December  6, 2009  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Show  at  Comfort  Suites/Rock  Garden, 
1951  Bond  Street,  Green  Bay.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  39 
tables.  Bourse  chm.  Roger  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa  Ave., 
Green  Bay,  WI  54313.  Ph.  920-819-7294. 

December  6, 2009  - Shawano 

Holiday  Coin  and  Stamp  Show  at  the  Community  Hall, 
1 15  E.  Division  St.,  Shawano.  Free  admission,  25 
tables.  Zurki  Midwest  Promotions,  115  E.Division  St., 
Shawano,  WI  54166.  Phone  715-526-9769. 

December  12-13,  2009  - Countryside  IL 

West  Suburban  Coin  & Collectible  Expo  at  Park  Place 
of  Countryside  Banquet  Hall,  6200  Joliet  Road,  Coun- 
tryside, IL.  Contact:  Kevin  Wasmer  630-399-9060. 

2010 

February  28, 2010  - Franksville 

Racine  Numismatic  Society’s  Annual  Coin  Show 
at  South  Hills  Country  Club,  3047  Hwy.  41/94  East 
Frontage  Road,  Franksville,  WI  . Hours:  9-3  p.m.  Free 
admission;  free  parking.  Contact  Bill  Spencer  262- 
637-7766. 

March  7, 2010  - Oshkosh 

Wisconsin  Coin  Expos,  LLC  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
Oshkosh  Convention  Center,  2 North  Main  St.,  Osh- 
kosh. Hours:  9-5  p.m.  Contact  Randy  Miller,  PO  254, 
Oshkosh,  WI  54903.  Ph.  920-231-6161;  FAX  920-231- 
6122. 

March  14,  2010  - Brookfield 

Waukesha  Coin  Club’s  annual  show  at  the  American 
Legion  Post,  3245  N.  124th  Street,  Brookfield,  WI. 
Show  contact:  Tom  Snyder  262-542-5990. 


March  28, 2010  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club’s  55th  Annual  Spring  Show  at 
Wave  Bar  (near  Fox  Cities  Stadium),  2350  N. 

Casaloma  Dr.,  Appleton,  WI.  Hours  9-4  p.m. 

40  dealer  tables.  Show  Contact:  James  Bayer,  PO 
1 981,  Appleton,  WI  54912-1981.  Ph.  920-739-1089. 

March  28, 2010  - Gurnee,  IL 

Lake  County  Coin  Club’s  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show 
at  Warren  Township  High  School,  500  North  O’Plaine 
Rd.,  Gurnee,  IL.  Hours:  9-3  p.m.  28  dealers,  45  tables. 
Free  admission;  free  parking.  Contact  George  Efsen, 

PO  Box  8519,  Waukegan,  IL  60079-8519. 

Phone:  847-244-5160. 

April  8-10, 2010  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Show  at  the  Wyndham  Hotel 
Airport,  4747  S.  Howell  Avenue,  Milwaukee. 

Show  contact:  Walter  Weis  414-384-76966. 

April  11, 2010  - Madison 

Madison  Coin  Club’s  annual  show  at  the  Sheraton 
Hotel,  706  John  Nolan  Drive,  Madison.  Hours:  9-4 
p.m..  50  tables.  Contact  Jim  Essence,  Jim’s  Coins,  702 
N.  Midvale,  Madison,  WI.  Ph:  608-233-2118. 

April  18, 2010  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Show  at  Comfort  Suites/Rock  Garden, 
1951  Bond  Street,  Green  Bay.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  39 
dealer  tables.  Bourse  chm.  Roger  Bohn, 

1345  Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  WI  543 13. 

Phone  920-819-7294. 

April  18-24, 2010  - ANA  National  Coin  Week 

April  25, 2010  - Wausau 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Show  at  Howard  Johnson  Inn  & 
Conference  Center,  2101  North  Mountain  Road  (Hwy. 
51  and  NN  exit  190)  Wausau.  Hours:  9:00-4:00  p.m. 
Contact  Thad  Streeter,  5002  Tanya  St.,  Shofield,  WI 
54476.  Phone:715-574-2777. 
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April  28-May  1, 2010  - CSNS 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society’s  71st  Anniversary 
at  Midwest  Airlines  Center,  400  West  Wisconsin  Ave., 
Milwaukee.  Wed.,  April  28  PNG  day,Thur.  April  29 
Professional  Preview  Day,  Fri.  & Sat.  Complimentary 
Public  Admission.  Boy  Scout  Coin  Collecting  Merit 
Badge  Clinic  May  1st.  Contact  Jerry  Lebo  574-753- 
2489. 

May  21-22, 2010  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  50th  anniversary  show  at 
the  Iola  Old  Car  Show  Activity  Center  in  Iola.  Public 
hours  Friday  9-4  p.m.  and  Saturday  9-4  p.rn.  Educa- 
tional programs.  Boy  Scout  Merit  Badge  Clinic.  Friday 
evening  Mystery  Dinner.  Show  contact:  Cliff  Mishler 
@ mish@EclecticPursuitsIola.com. 

August  11-15, 2010  - ANA 

American  Numismatic  Assoc.  World’s  Fair  of  Money  at 
Boston,  MA.  Contact  ANA  Convention  Dept.  719-632- 
2646. 

October  3, 2010  - Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society’s  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
the  American  Serb  Memorial  Halla,  5101  W.  Oklahoma 
Ave.,  Milwaukee.  $1  admission.  Hours:  9-4  p.m. 

75  tables.  Show  chm.  Tom  Casper, 414-425-5444. 

2011 

February  20, 2011  - Oshkosh 

Wisconsin  Coin  Expos  LLC  28th  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
Oshkosh  Convention  Center,  2 North  Main  St., 
Oshkosh.  Hours:  9-5  pm.  Contat  Randy  Miller, 

PO  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54903.  Phone:  920-231-6161. 
FAX:  920-231-6122. 

2011  - ANA 

Chicago,  Illinois  (rescheduled  from  Indianapolis,  IN) 


2010  NOW  Dues  are  Due 

Please  check  your  mailing  label  and 
if  you  need  to  renew  your  dues  for 
2010,  please  send  in  your  payment 
before  January  1st...  you  don’t  want 
to  miss  getting  your  Spring  issue. 

Because  of  bulk  mailing  regulations  everyone 
receives  a renewal  notice,  even  Life  Members. 


Merry  Christmas 

& 

J-Cajrpy  J-foCidays 
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Phyllis  Calkins 
NOW  Editor 
PO.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 
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